Africa Revista do Centro de Estudos Africancs. USP, 8. Paulo, 12-13 (1): 25-42, 1989/199%0.

INTEGRATION IN A NIGERIAN SOCIETY IN THE NINETEENTH
CENTURY THE ILORIN EXAMPLE '

' ‘H.O D'zinmolq*'

ABSTRACT : This is a historical study- of the- process of lnlegnllon in Horin in the nineteenth
century. The concept-of integration is discussed as a background t5 the study. This concept, as argued
in the paper is not only relevant to. modem mation states but 1150 lradmonal Afncan socxeles in
general aad Ilozin in parllcu!ar

TNortin was an heterogenous soci€ty at the beginning of the nineteenth century, however, the
fole of the ruling elite in the distribution of political offices; the use of’ rellg:ous idiom of Islam; and
the hostility shown towards ‘Torin by her southern neighbours brought the people together,
Furthetmore; the military class was an integrative factor. Indeed, the economy of lorin promoted
intergroup relations which led to diffusion of cultures which at the end of the century produced a
distinct orin culture.

INTRODUCT 10N

Many African societies have been faced wnh the issue of mlegratmn or
scvcral centuries. As African kingdoms and states expanded, more culturally
diverse peoples became part of the expandind states. Some of these peoples

_ became acculturated through definite policies by the ruling clite or as a result of

inter-group relations within the state. The level of intcgration that often took
place depended on the efforts of the people of the state to accommodate one
another. The concept of integration is so important that it has attracted various

“definitions from scholars. One of such definitions that is relevant to this paper is

that of M. E. Doro and N. M. Stultz who see integration from the political angle
by saying . that “integration represents the cummulative effect of individual
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allegiance 0 and identification with society and jis goal"'. Related to this
definition is that of Pye which can be summarized as bridging the gap between
groups by "subsuming" their narrow interest in terms of culture, language and
ethnic affinity to the larger interest of the national communi lyz. Geerlz also looks
at integration in same vein>. Just as these definitions of integration may be
adequate (0 modern nation states, they are equally relevant to developments in
Horin in the nineteenth century. '

Apart from the definitions of the concept of iptegration, Smock and
Bentsi-Enchill have also identified conditions necessary for integration. They
include language, education balz‘l‘ncing political power, economic development
and nationwide cultural patterns”. These conditions are not only necessary for
contemporary states in Africa but also necessary for traditional African society
such as Ilorin in the nincteenth century. Apart from the conditions enunciated by
Smock Bentsi-Enchill, religion, and in the case of liorin, Islam was a VETy
important facior,

In an article "The Ibadan Conference of 1855: Diplomacy and Conflict
Resolution in Mid-Nineteenth Century Yeorubaland”® Falola highlighted the
attempt by Yoruba leaders to achicve unity through diplomacy and peaceful
resolution of conflict which had engulfed Yorubaland since the final collapse of
the old Oyo Kingdom in 1835. The peace sought for at this conference was aimed
partly at re-integration various Yoruba groups that had fallen in the early decades
of the nineteenth centuryﬁ. While the peace conference as Falola has

(1) M. E Doro and N.M. Stultz (eds). Governing In Black Afvica: Perspective On New
States. Pretence-Hall Incorporation, New Jersey 1970, p. 171,

(2) L. W. Pye. Aspects of Political Developmem Boston, Little Brown & Co., 1966, p. 65.
See also A. R. Zolberg "Patterns of National Integration” in Journal of Modern African Studies,
Volume V, N° 4, December, 1967, pp. 449-467,

(3) C. Geertz "The Integrative Revolution: Primordiat Sentiments and Civil Politics in New
States", in Geertz (ed) Old Societies and New States, New York, 1963, p. 163,

' (4 D. R Smock and K. Bentsi-Enchill (eds). Inroduction The Search for National
Integration in Africa, The ¥see Press, Macmillan Publishers, Eondon, 1976, pp. 3-17, see also the
Introductory Chapler in 1.8, Coleman and C.G. Rosberg, IR., Political Parties and National
Integration in Africa, Unlversity of Califoraia Press, Berkeley and London, 1970, pp. 1-12.

(5) Toyin Falcla, "The Ibadan Conference of 1855: Yoruba Diplomacy and Conflict
Resolution®, Geneve-Afrigue Vol, XXIII, N° 2, 1985, pp. 39-56.

(6) - J.A. Atanda. "The Fall of Old Oyo Empires: A Reconsideration of its Causes®, Journal
of the ﬁ!srorica_f Society of Nigeriq (JLISN) Vol. V, N¢ 4, lune, 1971, pp. 477-490, R, C. €. "The
Chronology of Yoruba Wars in the Nineteenth Century: A Reconshiuction”, JHSN Vaol. §, N° 2, 1970,
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shown:did not. allow for such integration, some of the "new” (owns which
emerged powerful in Yoruba politics achieved some measure of integration in the
uincteenth century .. One of such towns was Horin which hecame. the seat of an
ermirate during the third decade of the nineteenth century. co R
v - Horincis teken as.a case study because the lown emerged in the
nineteenth century from.a small setilement of the old Oyo kingdom into a large
town settled into by people of different ethnic groups. Furthermore, the Muslim
revolutions that togk place in Ilorin during the third decade of the nineteenth
century introduced some complexities into the political situation of the fown.
This paper examines the different variables that came inlo play during the process
of integration in [lorin in the nincleenth century. It is a_;!s_o the. tntention of this
paper 10 analyse the gradual amalgamation of the culiure of the various groups
into on¢. Finally, the paper focusses attention o what emerged in Tlorin at the
end of the céntury consequent upon the integrative process: SRR

ILORIN BEFORE 1800 "/

Not much is know about Tlotin before the beginning ol the nineteenth
ceniury but of the fittle that is'known, 50" much has been written that it will be a
waste of ink and paper-(o repeat it here”. However, il is important (o state that the
accounts’ onTlorin -in Johnson, Abu lkokore, Sulu. Hermon-Hodge and others
contain-several - controversies, though there are many areas of agreement”.
Nevertheless, the :areas of controversies continue (o puzzle scholars. in lorin
history, T s T S L
s Apparenity because - of the inconsistencies in the. accoun! of  llorin
before 1800, attemp(s continue to be made by official and traditional historians to
give various versions of the history of llorin, before the nineteenth century, For
instance, while acknowledging the authority of the Alaafin of Oyo over Horin as
other towns in the old Oyo Kindom, official historians in Horin want us to

(7)  Fulola, "The [badan Conference®. R

(8)" For Works on the History of lturin, see 5. Johnson. History of r{u- Yoruhas, C.M.S.
Lagos, 1921 Reprinted 1960 p. 199, Chief 8.0 Ojo, Short History of florin Oyo; 1952; K.-V
Elphinstone, Gazerteer of Horin Province, London, 19, H._I?._ uermol}-l ju_.dje, Guzetteer of Novip
Provingce, Tondon 1929, .63, . .. o _ ‘
o (9} Ahmad Ton Abl Baks (Abu Ikokoro), Ta'lif akhbar al-gurin min wmara Ix_.rfn{.l' Hurin,
This document will henceforth be teferred to as Talif in this paper, M.‘S“_"lr, ‘History ot Horin®,

Typescript, Rhodes Hovse, Oxford. -
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believe that Horin was a settlement of different independent ethnic groups each
with its own ruler . These independent groups were according to this source,
Oke Suna with Solagberu as its ruler, Okelele was headed by Ojo Isekuse,
Idi-Ape had Afonja as its ruler and two other settlements had Olufadi, a man of
Fulani descent and Sarkirf Gambari as the ruler of the Fulani and Hausa
communities rc:slrmcti\,fely1 - This account is a complete_departure from the
evidence of Johnson, and Mallam Sulu’s History of Itorin'%. White Ojo Isekuse
has consistently been linked in the sources with the foundation of the town, there
is no evidence to suggest that he was a ruier of a distint group based at Okelele in
{lorin. :
The growth of Ilorin seems to have preceded the development of different
quarters in the town of which Okelele was and is.still one. Oke-Suna has also
been consistently linked with the Muslim settlers in Horin for which Solagberu
was the leader'™. It is doubtful if Oke-Suna existed as an independent entity from
Hlorin. Indeed the settlement of both Olufadi and Sarkin Gambari were Very near
- each other that it is very doubtful if they existed independently of each other.

Perhaps in the same vein, many Muslims in the Oke Imale arca of lorin
insist that their ancestors came from old Mali 1o settic in the town'*, By this
claim, it is suggested thal their ancestors were in Tlorin well before the beginning
of the eighteenth century as the settlement took place after the fall of the old
Mali Kingdom. One is at pains to verify this historic claim which seems to
remind one of a similar report from Iseyin®®. However, it is not impossible that
these Muslims were descendants of Wangara tineages which had their origins in
the old Mali kingdom and who spread their trading network throughout West
Africa. It is also possible that the claim to Mali origin is a recent reconstruction
as it is difficult to establish contact with Mali. Indeed the term Oke Imale seems
to have derived from Yoruba language referring to settlement of Muslims.

(10) See, 'llorin’ in Kwara State Local Government Serics, Published and Prodieced by the
Information Division, Miristry of Home Affairs, Information and Social Development, Horin, Kwara
State. Undated p. 2. This view Is wldely gaining ground in spite of the Eact that, no wther written or
enely collected Oral traditions attest to it.

(11) fbid.

(§2) Jolmson, The History of the Yorubas, p. 199; Sutu History of ltorin.

(13) Johnson, The History of the Yorubas, p. 198.

(L4) Oral Evidence, Oke Imale, 1lorin, July, 1977, May, 1978, November, 1986, A Young
Man, H. Afodun also insisted that he had a Malian Origin.

' (15) T.G.O. Gbadamosi, The Growih of Islam Among the Yoruba 1841-1968, London,
Longman, 1978, p-5. ' ’
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Note: This map is extracted from'a modern Map of Nigeria.
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What these accounts suggest is a modern synthesis of the various groups in
Horin. The accounts evidently attempt to underplay the importance of Afonja and
even that of Al-Salih in the history of florin. What is fairly certain is that before
1800, Horin was an important town in Ekun Osi of the old Oyo I{ingdomm.
Because of its geographical location, Horin within the old Oyo system had
considerable commercial advantage. Caravan routes from Hausaland crossed the
Niger (hrough Muragi-Patigi-Kusogi, Lafiagi and thence 1w Iorin'’
Consequently, many Hausa, Fulani, Nupe. Kamberi, Kanuri, Tgbomina and
several other Yoruba groups were attracied 1o llorin, Many of the settlers from
the north were Muslim although some of them were Muslim slaves who were
working for their non-Muslim masters. The Jresence of these Muslims aided the
conversion of other Oyo groups into Islam™. lorin was al this stage when the
developments that led to the collapse of the old Oyo Kingdont began. Ilorin
through Afonja played a crucial role in the process ol fall of the kingdom.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ILORIN EMIRATE

The events which led to the birth of an emirate in Norin are now so well
known that we need not repeat them here. However, it is important in this paper
to highlight certain developments. By the end of the eighteentt century, the
cracks in the old Oyo Kingdom became widened because of various factors
which had received considerable attention from scholars'®. Those factors were
furthermore . compounded by the role of Afonja and Muslims in {lorin.
Consequently, the old Oyo Kingdom tottered and then collapsed in [835. During

(16} Law, The Oyo Empire, pp, 105- 108,

(17) Ann (FHear, "The Beonomic Mistory of Horin in the 19th and 20th Centuries: The Rise
and Decline of a Middle Man Society®, Unpublished Phi} Thesis, Centre of West African Swidies,
University of Biemingham 1983, pp. 14, 24-22.

(18} H.O Danmole, "Fhe Spread of Islam in llurin Emirate In the Nineleenty Cemary™.
NATAIS, Yol 1I, N* 2, December 1981, pp. 1-13.

(19) Some of the works on the Old Oya Kingdom are: J.TA. Ajayi, "The Altermath of the
Frll of Old Oyo” in LF.A Ajayl asnd M. Crowder (eds) History of West Africa Vol 11, Fongman 1974,
pp. 129-166; LA Akinjogbln "The Prelude to the Yoruba Civil Wars of the Mincieenth Century",
O 2nd Setles 2.2. (1966) pp. 24-46, Abdnllahi Smith, "A Little Newlight on the Coltapse of the
Alafinnte of Yoruba®, ln 0.0 Olusarya (ed). Studies In Yoruha History and Culture, Toadan, 1983, PP
42-71.
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‘th.c procéss ofthe: collapse- of Oyw, Ilorin was ostracized from the ki'ng'dom in

18172, Indeed; it was the force of the new emirale (hat finally sealed the fa'tc (?f
ol o Kingdom. oL L L e s A
theo (:Ez{l)r};ler in=81817, “Afonja who: as: the Area Ona Kakamfo: of the old Oly_q
Kingdom 'was resident -in ‘Ilorin; scizcd':thcr-opporlu:_lily-- qf.- 'revo"!{ by Musl'lm
slaves’ against ‘the duthority: of old QOyo to seveér the pollltlt;ztl;-_-'_linlﬁ‘s yvnh:--qld
.Oy02='. This revoll coincided with the final arrival _ol-' Maﬂa_mr- Al-.Sa_l.lh‘m Ilor;n.
Mallam Al-Salih bad earlier passed through llorinon prcachmg»n?msz(.)ns to _Ol!‘le:f
paris.,-of “Yoruba:land;. and he . had-acquired -a. wide reputation: for ‘!umselt.rasw-a
Pimis”[smmic schol;’lrﬁ‘z. The arrival of this learned Mallam in Horin: n}ust..hzwc
iricreased the morate of the revolting:Moslems: Consequently: the Mmhm:t‘actor
became a crucial:factor’in the development-in: Horin, A[-Salihw:imlz-Afo.n_la. the
evidence insists remained friendly for:six years inspile: of Al-Salih’s.clforts to

convert Afonja to Islam®. ‘ S -
The speed with which Horin became an emirate was given impetus after
the death of Al-Salih in 1823. Afonja who had hopéd to.use-the: combination of
the revolt of Muslim slaves and the arrival of Mallam-Al-Salih.in [lOl‘il"l to effect .
IliS;bréak;wilil.Old_Qyo and establish his own state was soon pu.s_iwd.as:d_c:bly the
Muslims whose populatipn,coniigdued to increase _bcca‘;_l.se of Eh§ ;-ll‘lrbU[CIl?‘C,lll the
capital of the Old Oyo. Kingdom”". Events during the. six years olt-_Al—S__ahh;s‘ sl__ay
in. Horin can help. to-explain the loss -of -influence: of Afonja: First, ithe, Mush_!n
community-had. became - a force. to be.;-reckone_d with .ir. the-affairs.of llorin
bcéaus_e-o_f; the success. of the- Muslinn staves revolt in-1817. Second, the presence
6£ Ai-;S,z;li=lx in Iorin-appears to-have . drawa. both the: Muslims,gﬁ()l.cc;Syna«t'mdel:
Solagberu-and. those:led by Al-Salih together. This. gavc.'--l_hf: -Mu_s.lups .a_ unity. of
purpose in.spite: of their. ethnic- differences. T.hird, Afonja. Muslim- [gllowers
appeared fo have dwindled as the main bulk of his supporiers - were Muslims w.ho
had changed alleglance: to.flock to Al-Salih. and. fourth, the sqns.of A]-Sflhhi
Abdul-il-Salam and Shitla: had come:under the. inﬂuencc-of;:th; spale Qf'J!llf‘lg
furllhe.r;ndr-,lh.o_lf' Hausaland:were nlong with. their. supportets ready 0. turp. Horin
i_!llOﬂ“ﬁ'ﬁ‘[ﬂ‘ﬁ-;a R T PP : T s

{20) H.O Donmole, "The Frontier Bmirnte: A History of Istsm tn Horin”. Unpublished PhDD
Thesis, CWAS University of Birmingham, 1980, p. 36.

(21} Ibid., pp. 43-44, ) :

(22) Ibid.

(23) Ihid.

(24) Talif, Chapier one.
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In the bid to achieve this objective, a conflict ensued between Afonja and
the Muslims led by Abd al-Salam with considerable support from Solagberuy, the
Muslim leader of Oke-Suna, Afonja was killed. With the death of Afonja Ilorin
became an emirate under al-Salam as emir. No sooner had Afonja died than
Solagberu fell out with the Muslims who accused him of practices conlrary to the
sharia. Solagberu also lost his life in the struggle with the supporters of
Abd-al-Salam®. Thus the new emir became the most powerful figure in the
affairs of the emirate. It is important to stress here that in 1823, when Horin
became an emirate, its Muslims and non-Muslims population was heterogenous
that the survival of the new emiirate depended on the integrating mechanisms
which the new leadership evolved, These mechanisms coupled with the
refationships that developed amongst the various ethnic groups resulted in
political, social and cultural integration in Iorin in the nineteenth century,

THE PROCESS OF INTEGRATION

An important instrument necessary for an heterogenous society o achieve
integration is the sharing of political power such that the participation of
different groups in the ‘society would be ensured. Consequently, through the
involvement of the composite groups in the administration the ajms and
aspirations of the state can be guaranteed. When the emirate was established in
1823, the emirate was faced with the problems of survival and consolidation
which required urgent attention. It was therefore imperative on the part of the
emir, Abd-al-Salam (1823-1836) to take steps which he considered necessary 1o
bind the emirate together with a view to solving his immediate problems.

One of the crucial steps laken by the emir was the establishmen( of a
political structure which took cognizance of the major ethnic groups in llorin. He
appointed four Balogun, namely Fulani, Ajikobi, Alanamu and Gambari. These
Balogun represented the Fulani, Yoruba (Ajikobi and Alanamu) and Hausa who
constituted the major ethnic groups du Tlorin at that time?®, Apart from that, the

three groups comprised the fighting force in the Mustim army although there
were other smalier groups,

{23} Dramole, "The Frontler Bmirte: Py 51-50.
(26) Ibid., pp. 68-7).
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" “The appointment of these Balogun promoted the integration of different

i vEr
‘groups in Horin. As Ward leaders, they exercised a large measure of coatrol o

. : n - . - a OWI!
the people in their various wards. For cxample, in the administration of the town,

the Balogun had several Mogaji under their control for effective supervision of

the wards?’. Although the ‘emir was at the head of the adminis:ratigz,ﬂ :2;
Balogun through' their agentes interacted wi?h the people. Tftll-ey abs(:;r1 fived
considerable support from the people ii; tt;zelr'\?'argzhiga: o :t?was mg;t oy
aders, ' ' the Emir’s
leaders; the Balogun were members of e | . :
lfie highest policy-making body in the emirate but-also oons:ttuteéi lt}e, :o&fl;:llc?lf
electors on the demise of an amir®. Through tpc fpr_um ol? the :Imr : .
the Balogun related with each other thus promoting mtegraufoir:] ::glr;:gln o
ili i in the process o
The' military was an important force_ in :
in' the nineteeng century. However, this' integrative r;);cdpcrfozlc:ih chE gtilz
iar in. her south in Ibadan an -
‘military -was- not peculiar to Ilotin: Furt S0 : : |
E’l:g?irgms with heef)dquarters at Abeokuta the military clgimn(;mtcd_lmg::;snt;ly; 1:2
: i i joyed by these Yoruba Kingdoms™.
the- degree of integration enjoye . Ringdoms - Durn ‘e
; Tlorin conducted wars of expansion and also took p _ :
f:;rt;uirg’ﬁfl:)(;gl;lalandm. These wars were led by the Balogun. Th;rlee. examplcge\:':)l;
uffici i iis point. Balegun Gambari Ali was the comman :
be sufficient to iltustrate this point. Ba .. i Ali was ( mmander of
i ] any Igbomina and Ekiti territories un
the Ilorin army- that brought many Ig 1 o8 undor llorin 1n
' : 3, Ajikobi was one of those capture g
o Mo it a1 % Bﬂlogun J i I Karara led Ilorin forces te
Tbadan-Tlorin war at Osogbo in 1840, while Ba ogun .
;ZZ?::)I;I.Offa in 188732. These Balogun led soldiers who W?Fe rccr_ultﬁd from

@D id, ps2 _

Lo A o - 68-71. o . ] ) . ) .
(ig;{’blcii,llil‘:)yd, The Political Development of Yoruba Kingdoms In the E;ggrcl::t:; z:.r::
Nirwi(’éft.t;h. C‘k;:;;ries,' London, 1971, pp. 18-23; 30-33; For a Study og 51{):1;1;;3:1;) P;g,; T et
Nineteenth Century see, B. Awe, "The Rise of Ibadan as a Yorub.a Pow?-r 1851- o {;dw P 301900
O:{nff)rd 1964; T. Falola, The Political Economy of a Pre-Colonial Afncan.Sr;re: e 1672
University oé ife Press, lle-Ife, 1984; S.O. Biobaku, The Egb«_w and Their Neig .

S o ,
(-)leor_gf,(‘l{g;:’bn Yoruba Warfare in the Nineteenth Century, See L.F.A Ajayi and :PSO ij:.i;t;‘o;}::z[:
Warfare-ln the Nineteenth Century, Cambridge 1964; S.A Akintoye Revelution an
- don, Longman, 197%. o : . ‘ . .
Yom'lfd(‘:;t)i'{gigflgif;)tl:?ﬁ?:ée, K_g\’. Elphinstone, Gazetteer of llorin Province, London, 1921, p

- & ; ! f greé the
o (32)" Fohnson, ' The History of the Yorubas', p. 287, 437 S. Vandcleu.r, Cﬂmp(flgllt.l’.lg on
Upper Nile and Niger, London, 1898, p. 273,77 7 0 I .
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various quarters in llorin and who fought at the baitle front for the larger interest
of Ilorin rather than the interest of their various ethnic groups in the town. What
was more, the estimated size of the Ilorin army which was put at abou! three
thousand men in 1889 indicates that the soldiers must have been recruited from
various parts of Horin and the emirate™. The Ilorin army was made up of
volunteers, but unlike other parts of Yorubaland majority of those who
volunteered did so with some specialisation. Most of the horsemen were from
Gambari (Hausa) and Fulani wards. The footmen were mostly Yoruba from
Ajikobi and Alanamu wards, although some also volunteered from the
districts™. The fact that they were united under a single command seems to have
promoted some measure of integration.

The military was also an important integrative factor because Iorin
soldiers shared common experience during the wars of expansion and
consolidation. Many of the soldiers established personal relationships which
transcended the period of wars, Not only that, some of the distinguished soidiers
were rewarded with fiefs, land and tities for their performances and loyalty.
These rewards cut across ethnic lines. For instance, Balogun Gambari Al
appointgd some of his followers as Ajele in Igbomina and Ekiti districts of Ilorin
emirate™, In Ilorin town, many of the Mogaji appointed earlier in the nineteenth
century were followers of the four Balogun of Itorin™, :

The attitude of the immediate neighbours of Ilorin to the south, that is,
Yorubaland, such as Ogbomoso, Ikoyi and other towns in Igbomina and Osun
districts of the Otd Oyo Kingdom facilitated the initial process of integration in
Horin. These towns were hostile to Tlorin for several reasons, namely, the
ostracization of Ilorin from the Old Oyo Kingdom consequent upon the Muslim
revolution of 1823; the fact that the ruling elite in Ilorin was predominantly
Fulani; and perhaps the most important the aggressive expansionist policy of
Llorin which was a threat to her southern neighbours™. The hostility towards
Horin produced a unifying effect at home. The various efhnic groups that had

{(33) Vandeleur, Campaigning, p. 273

(34) Oral Bvidence, Alhaji Blelu, April, 1978, Afaa Sadiku May, 1978, December 1986. Baba
Agba Adeeta, January, 1978.

{35) H.O Danmole, "The Frontier Bmirate* p- 88.

(36) National Archives, Kaduna, ILORPROF 829%/1917 Hlorin Emirate Reorganisation of
Districts,

(37) H.O Danmole "The External Relations of Rorin in the Nineteenth Century™, Paper read
at the 28th Annual Congress of the Historical Society of Nigeria, Univezsity of [orin, 1983,
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taken abode in Iorin worked for the survival of the new state through active
participation in her wars of consolidation and expansion. o .

Islam was perhaps the most important inlegrative factor in Ilorin in the
nineteenth century. The Muslims who fought initially for the establish_mcnt of the
emirate did so because of the religious bond between them. This religious

- affiliation remained the magnetic pull that drew the people of llorin together.

Islam was so important 1o the different groups that right from the inception of the
emirate religious offices were created to cater for theh: need. For instance, Emir
Abd al-Salam eslablished the offices of Imam Fulani, fmam Imale and Imam
Gambari®. However, the creation of these offices did not mean that the three
groups had their religious functions independent of one gnolhe'r. ‘Rather, they
complemented the religious affairs of the people of llorin. Tt is important to
mention here thal Jmam Fulani was the Chief Imam while Imam Imale always
im whenever the position was vacant,

aeted Flf")hrcm]:nfocess of intc?gration in Tlorin in the nineteenth century was
furthermore enhanced by Islam because an indi\l'idual_must be a'Mushm before
he could hold a political or military office in llorin during the period. Thus ]n'nzfny
problems- were approached from the perspective of religion. Infieed, re }glo:‘il
determined the attitudes of Ilorin leaders to the Christian 'I\(Ilssmnancs that visite

the town during the nineteenth century™. Tt was alsp easier to apply the sharia as
a code of law in Ilorin town, although other fowns in the emirate were not forced
to follow Tlorin’s example 0 Apart from that, the Muslim calendar p]aye(:1 a
prominent part in Horin military expeditions. Oral information mdlcjnltes that

~ expeditions were not normally carried out during the month of Ramadan™ .

Islam was so much a driving force in the integrative process that the Emirs
of llorin continually allocated lands to Muslim settler§ many years after the
‘emirate had been established. Not only was the allocation of land confined to
settlers from the areas around Ilorin, the offer was exjgnded to Nupe and Hausla:
returnees from Brazil during the reign of Emir Shitta™*, These returnees as we
as those from different parts ‘of Yorubaland were able to integrate with the

! Horin*, op cit.
g‘g gf‘(;mg::milpfaf&fel%ﬂm and tI:; Cross in the Frontier Emirate: llorlnzi1316 the
Nineteenth Century”, Orita Ibadan Journal of Religious Studies Vol, XVH/ § .Er une, 1985, pp. t2d-m ;he
{40) H.O Danmole, "The Alkail Court In lorin During quon!al Rule", pﬂxer lri;;s e28
30th congress of the Historical Society of Nigeria, University of I"hgcnn, Nsukka, p;i . f \ dmip;o
¢ {41y The ninth moath of Muslim calendar in which Muslims are expcted to fast from
e (42) University of Ibadan Lébrary (UIL) F. 084/1002, Campbeli to Clargndon, June, 1856,
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vartous groups in Ilorin because of their religion which to a large extent had
influenced their outlook to life. Christian missionary accounts indicate that by the
middle of the nineteenth century about half of the population of Horin was not
Muslim, however, the same sources would want 1o belicve that by the end of the
century, the whole population was essentially Muslim*>, What is important here
is that by the time many of the non-Muslim pepulation were converted to Islam
during the century, they had passed through a process os islamisation which
integrated them into the society.

Iorin by its geographical location played an important role in the
north-south trade during the nineteenth century. The town had trading
connections with Ogbomosho, New Oyo, Ikirun, Oshogbo, Ibadan, Ijebu,
Abeokuta and Lagos to the south. It aiso maintained a lucrative long-distance
trade relations with Kano and Borno to the north®. These trading network had
implications for developments at home. Markets began to grow with
specialization in goods demanded by buyers. Such markets were Gambari and
Emir's markets, Through constant flow of traders there was improved
communication resulting in cross-fertilization of ideas {religious, commercial
etc). Both the Gambari and Emir’s markets were intermational markets. As these
markets were frequented by long-distance traders, the Hausa of Iiorin were able
to act & middle-men by providing brokerage and lodging houses to these
traders ™. Indeed, the Hausa of the Gambari ward provided mediatory roles for
their Yoruba and Fulani counter-parts in Ilorin. Horin garments needed in the
north and woven by the Yoruba of llorin went through Hausa traders to the north.
Conversely, during the same period, goods provided in north were exchanged in
llorin and taken down south by the Tlorin Yoruba®®. Consequently, there was
booming trade in Iorin for a considerable part of the century. The booming trade
was facilitated by the mediatory roles of the Hausa, Yoruba, Nupe, Fulani, and
other groups in Ilorin. The outcome of this was the promotion of understanding
which brought the different groups together.

Apart from closer understanding through long-distance trade, internal trade
within the surroundings of Ilorin was also an integrative factor. Each of the

(43) The Revd. Adolphus Mana Ca2/066/78, Journal of the Mission Station at Ijave,
September 23rd 1855, C.M.S. "Bishop Tugwell’s visit to Ilorin”, Niger and Yoruba Notes, Volume V,
N LIV, December 1898, '

(44) Anon O'Hear, "The Economic History of llorin', 63-64.

(45) Gavin R.J. "The Impact of Colonial Rule on the llorin Economy", Centrepoint, Volume
1, N° 1, 1977, pp-13-52,

(46) Ibid, AnnO’Hear, *The Economic History of lorin*, pp. 63-64.
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S i rin had markets under the controf of the Balogun and their agents™.
%t:;gz nlllllalrﬁatls were popular for local cxchan_ges-part_iculquy food-su':ffs anq other
items for local consumption. These markets served:as important llIlle.wlth_-the
villages-around. [lorin wheré most of the articles were t{rpught to llorin for sale.
The markets provided access for diffusion of culture which took place among the

i ing the nineteenth century. - S Lo

?ﬁgplsl'%il;)zﬁ;g}&gch the people of Ilon?lx:ywcre?integratcd duri_ng’ the mnctcen!h
century was quickened by:the high.level of interactions by the (pffercm groups in
Tlorin. Oral information insists that by the second half ofsthc m_nc_teentt_a century,
many inter-marriages had taken place across ethnic lines i These ‘1ntep-r.ngma'gcs
must have helped to-.cement relationships in the town. Intgr—m?;nag?s in dlorion
was ‘not confined to the ordinary-people of the town, the’ ruling elite was also
involved. The mother of Emir Moma was said to'be a Yoruba woman™". Indeed
the Emir’s efforts'at pitting an end to the continual wars between Ilorin and other
parts of Yorubaland were- interpreted as deriving from t.he .fag th:a.i_m.s r_n,ot_}:l_c;
was a* Yoruba . Apart from inter-marriages other social interactions such ‘as
namning ceremonies and festivals helped’ ‘t_he'sprf.:q_d of _cuhu_r_ql traits sugh as
laniguage and facial marks among the peopleé of llorin.

© During the first Few veais of the establishment of Iorin emirate the_:qfﬁgial_
Iangu;trlllvglig ‘which' gusmess was conducted was Fuljulde, although
conteémpoyary accounts posit that Emir Shitta _c_(.)uld. speak: ofie or two more
! éﬁgu_z{g'esﬂ} Hoyivgavé,"-by_ the 187({)s1a1_1d.18903, Yoruba_langu_agp seems _éq_havg
replaced any other language as the official language of the ruling elite and it wg_;
also the language spoken by majority of the people. Three reasons can ;
proffered for the spread of the Yoruba tanguage among the ¢thnic .gro:;lps of
Iiorin, namely, Yoruba were the largest single ethnic group in Tlorin;

o ggg’:} Evidence,;Mallam  Ahmad :(1978) Alhajl‘Murit:.lla (1?78)‘ Dur’qsinOlor.unSaidu,
Woru Adam; Alhaja Iyawo-Kawu (Jast three informants were inter-viewed in March, 19{3!’;). :
: 1(49), Johnson, The History.of the Yorubas, p. 609, Hermon-Hodge Gazetteer, p. 72.
j o |
g(g {I\)I‘H Clarke, "Travels and Explorations in Yorubaland®, .edlted by JSJ‘;A hAtngldsin;
University of Ibadan Press, 1972, p. 82, The Revd. Adolphus Mann remrted in Aggm%t 18.:.s t aC ﬁ;ng
Shitta "did not speak. Yorubn although he suspected that he could speak the _1angfus;§q. i ce-'Rl.b;r'n
CA2/66 Journal of the Mission Station at Jjaye, 3rd August, 1855, see alsc the fo ;w nghissian .
Campbell, A Pilgrimage to My Motherland, London, 1864, p. _85, SA Cfowthgt:.}z‘ ugc_f(N i Md
Bishop Crowther's Report of the Ovérland Journey from Lokoja to Bida on' the 1.:vc_']r872,8' o
Theince ‘o' Ligos:on the ‘Seacoast from November 1871 to Fel:r;.rafy,' 1872, LP!“JO':;] &M‘, I;:m .’;),
Caplain ' AJF Mockler Ferryman, Up The Niger: Narratives of Major Claudcf Maidon iss ‘
the Niger and Benue Rivers, West Africa, London, 1892, p. 189.
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geographically, llorin was within the Old Oyo Kingdom; and many of the emirate
officials were Yoruba, they popularized the language in their official and private
dealings. The use of Yoruba language must have helped 10 remove the probiem
of language barrier in inter-personal reiations in the town, Consequently, the
spread of the Yoruba language must have contributed 1o the inlegration of the
people of the town in the nineteenth century.

One of the culturai traits that promoted integration in Horin towards the end
of nineteenth century was the evolution of a common facial mark. At the
beginning of the century, the various ethnic groups in Mlorin had facial marky
characteristics of (heir group. These marks became useful in identifying each
group in terms of its original places of migration 10 {lorin; For instance, the
Yoruba had among others, keke, pele, abaja and baamu, The Nupe, Kanur
Borgawa; kamberi Kanur, Fulani and Hausa had theirs. However, by the last
decade of the century, majority of the peopte of llorin had adopied a common
facial mark of one on each side of the cheek. Opinion differs as to the origin of
this facial mark. A school of thought belicves that, it was because some Muslims
preached against the multiplicity of marks, claiming that il was against the ethics
of Islalin. As a result, the Muslims of Iorin reduced the marks. o one on cach
cheek . However, another school of thought holds (he view thal the facial mark
common in [orin resulted from the outhreak of an. epidemic of fever which
caused many deaths amongst (he Young ones during the second hatf of fhe
nineteenth century, According to this schiool of thought, the cure for this
epidemic at that time was the making of an incision on each si_dc of the cheek:
this was then rubbed with dried herbs, The herbs were 80 efficacivus (hat they
became popular in Lj%e town. After the epidemic had subsided’ the facial mark
became fashionable™. Relaled to the second position is the evidence that the
facial mark of one on each cheek was begun by a ceriain Balognun Ganibari who
was very good in (raditional medicine. He was said o use herbs on the marks for
babies {or (he prevention of small pox. Consequently. the facial mark became
popular. While these arguments may no! sound unconvineing, the view that ihe
facial mark spread through epidemic of fever is more plausible. If Mallams had
preached against facial marks of (he various groups particularty “those of the

{52y Oral Evidence, Alhaji. Amin Onilemarun, Alhaji Abdul Wahab and Albaji Koreem
Akebiore, Febraary, (987, Magaji Agbabinka, Alhnff Baba-Aro Abdulkadis March, 1947, Mnany
others interviewed had the same view, e :

(53) Oral Evidence, Mugaji Olowo Compound, ke Apomu; Albaji Sadik bakure, February,
1987. Athnji Glwa, Popo Giwn, Horin, March, 1987, Some Others interviewed had the same upinion.

(54) Safi Jimba, A Short History of Forin, Jimba Book Pubtication Campany, Rorin, 1981, p..
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Yoruba early in the nineteenth century, the practice would have been abandoned
éémpletc[y.' Also, there is no Islamic injunction that forbids the practice of having

- facial marks: Moreso; many Muslims in different parts of Nigeria still have facial

marks, The use of herbs to reduce the incidence of infantile m'orta'lily ts a fealure
of traditional African:medicine in Nigeria'. It was therefore not lmp_os’mblc 1:1;_“
the pc:op_l'e of Ilorin resorled to such practice. since it did not run comrarlg((1 11"0 'a‘;
dictates of their religion. It is important to siress hcrfz that some of the 0_, hac'i}

marks are stifl existing in Ilorin. The commonest facial- mark of one on each side

“of the cheek would scem-to have promoted a common sense of idenlity among

the various groups in llorin.

THE POSITION BY 1900

S A Lt : = & .
By theé end of the ni'n_c_le:cn_!h gcnluryfl'l_dfiﬁ"was Ipo]ilicallx i_.n.l.cgmlgfi..
However; (his is not to say thai there were no pu__li!ic:.ll ensions or crises in I‘loqnl_z
during the process of integration, Two '_ex_ai_n_.p!cs will ble‘sul.hcu;m _i(.)‘1_1].r,'us]131<1!.‘,_
this point, Balogun K:u_1ara' _di_d_ nol:agre.c_ W}I.h‘ the pca;_cful _o_vcrlulrn_s: :)t ) (;n':
Aliyt (18691 89])f0v<':r;lpe invasion é’;‘ Offa in _1&?87._'1“!1(: B‘(_du.g.u_n HM']1 e‘_mi:: Le
setup Prince Moma as emir at Gama’ Also.‘E_ml_r_ Mm.m h-‘.ld ) Cc_.)llnm.x _bu_cl <
il September, 1895 because. of sharp disagreement with his B(l'fngi_fn ;}:rcr_ s
friendly attitude {0wz|:'d'S'Yoruh_a_luml and thie cotonial :f;l_{ljl!l’llﬁlﬂlll()ll.:l_[] ‘ llgu.s [
The Emir of orin althouh ot as powerfl as other emirs in the §okoio ul 1p'ha }
remairied the rallying point of unily. For example, when the mdcpcnd%noe .(')]
liorin was threatened by both the Royal Niger Company and the (.0[‘0:.11(1
administration tn Lagos between 1885 and 1887, the B'afngfm and other 'thc’fs
gave the emir the much needed support. Eventually, Horin lost o ich cfmj]mny lm
1897, yet the whole fown was uni_lcd in h.e.'r dt_:ﬁancc qf. insl_ruclu'msl(gf’_r(())(r)ﬁ-: ;::
connpa|1y57- ‘Furthermore, afier the 'im_posmm)__o[‘ 'c_olq_l_l_[al rule in 1900, th

(55). Jkih.zlrion,. The Hisiory of the Yorubas, - 437 See HO Dm'm'u)le and 'I?yinbl:a:;:,
“Ibndan-Tlorin Relations in (he Nineteenth Century: A Study in ;mpulﬂ (.E;lrlt)-ggie&lien "T?lr:h:i;m;
yansafrican Joutna ixtc 985, pp. 21-36, See also IL.O Danmole,
Transafrican Journal of History, Volume 14, 1 /
ir: Ilor(il.:: Polttics In the Nineteenth Centery: The Career of Balogun Abubakar Karara (d. 1891)", Od,

Jan. [989; Forth-coming.
(%6) Ibid. _ o _
(37} H.O Danmole; "The Frontier Pmirate’ pp, 140-166,
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various measures taken by the British to upturn the power structure were not able
to disintegrate the people although these measures led to some disturbunces™®,
Arguably, Tlorin at the end of the ningteenth century had passed through a process
of integration which appears to have produced a comimon sense of identity.

Culturally, the people of lorin had achieved 2 high degree of integration at
the end of the nineteenth century. Whereas it was possible between the 1820s and
the 1870s to identify a particular individual with his place of migration to Horin
through his name, the position was different af about 1900 as Yoruba names had
been widely adopted by ali the ethnic groups in lorin™. These names were and
are still middie names of many people in Horin. Apart from ordinary names, the
Yoruba practice of Oriki had become a common practice in llotrin, even among
the ruling elite™. Nevertheless, it is necessary to indicate that although Yoruba
names were widely adopted by this period, a few llorin Yoruba had also
abandoned their Yoruba names for Mushm names as in other parls of Yorubaland
with significant Muslim influence®, The process of integration in Horin also
resulted in the spread of Muslim and Hausa-Fulani culture of bearing names of
towns and places. Thus, it was and still is not unusual for some people in Horin to
bear names like Okelele, Pakata, Agbaiji and many others®2.

It has already been mentioned that the Yoruba language had become a
common language of the people of Tlorin by the second half of the nineteenth
century. The fact that the ruling elite particularly the emirs who were of Fulani
descent also used the langnage has been mentioned. While the use of Yoruba by
the Emirs of Horin could be parralieled to the adoption of the Hausa language by
the Futani emirs of Kano, Katsina and other parts of Hausaland in the nineteenth

(58) H.O Danmole, "Colonial Reforms iz Horin 1900-E919", ODU A Journal of West African
Studies, New Series, N¥, 26, July, 1984, p- 84-107.
(59) Many of the people interviewe in Tlorin whose ages range between 60 and 75 and wiho

are not of Yoruba origin claimed that their parents and in some cases their grand parents had Yoruba
names.

(60} Hermon-Hudge, Gazetteer, p. 65, "The Present Emir, His Highness Sulu Gambari is also
referred to as Aiyelabowo V",

(61) Such Muslims who have abandoned (heir Yoruba names could be found in Lagos,
Ijebu-Ole, Iseyin, Ibadan, Qyo and several other places.,
(62) This is siill a common practice up Gl this day.
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century, the spread of Yoruba in llorin was not a one-way affairi In the: p’r:ocess;;

the Yor,uba language acquired cerlain vocabulary from the mhfi;] lz'mgl,lllsges ?;;s
i ' ' id come in contact with in 1.

as Hausa, Fulani and Nupe which it ha . : n Ilc

language interference manifests itself not only in the choice of lexical items, but

~also in varying degrees, in the hand-ling of the prosodic properties of spoken
- Yoruba of Tlorin which deviates greatly from standard Yoruba. S

. Archival record suggests that during the first dcca?dc of the lwemietl:
(':cntury,"it-was not casy to find pure blooded Yoruba, Fulzllm o;] Hau?rz:ezllgznﬁi;e
the popuialion of Torin®>. This was pcrhap§ an exaggeration. Never z’ the
evidence indicates that a considerable admlxture'haq_ takcan place amo?gs Of
Fece subculores and aiudes i llorn over he mineeenth ceny had

i attitudes . .
gzefrf;f:;niu:f-gg(m;ﬁstl?:dsocio-cullural life of the people - marriage, naming
ceremonies, dressing and social activities.

CONCLUSION

Ilorin emerged from a small town within the Old Oyo"K;;ngd(:lm !:l:tt;(lzz
the beginning of the nineteenth century into a large town vlnélisr;liai;t e
e ots inttoduoed new ﬂilﬁ niill::cz?{:d?ne?r:il;gzltg;cac:dacuilurc into the
emirate there introduced new eleme § ; i atempted 6
town. However, the policy adopied by the rulers of Horin :vhlc . ihough
balance political and- military power helped 'lo prome forg ‘{:e[e o Play_
occasional quarrels often occured. besides, other 1qt?gra;1‘v; ) mv\'.r_m_ds L
during the nineteenth. century. Thc_sse were llhe hosi;.lgy 8 (l)and ooy of porpors
her neighbours, Islam, which provided spiritual upli ‘mi::n and unlly of purpose
for the people, trading and the growth of markcts which g ood avenues 10!

ious ethnic groups to relate wﬁh one an(.)lt‘wr, an

iilleati:’::lr.‘;ﬁps which heglpedpto bridge the g2ps balwcenlchfterffnt glu:ll:gqénd of the

The extent of integration which emerged in llorin a e o o
nineleenth century has continued to evade many large potities

- in T b
(63) ‘Nationel Archives Kaduna HLORPROF 900/1912, lorin Town, Rm%%S@ent Report by
. Mr. Lethem, Assistant Resident.
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including Nigeria up il this day. . Perhaps. a. carelul application of some- of the
variahles that . operated in Alorin. was . likely. 10 -promote . the: much - needed
mtegmtlon whlch has eludcd ngma and, mdny new stales in. A!l‘l(,d

RPSUMO 0 present nrllgo analnsa A cid"\de de llorln nu sen
€ pusterior mlegmgﬁu dunme v sécule de?enove Ressnln v
dos cldadios nesse’ processo lento, porém fuorte, da |nregr

com.-profundidade as -questdes culturais; Llemomtr.mdu
es!r tifi vaem llorm

pmce-;m d(, cresctmenlo e cunsolld'lq’lo
papel dos nul'hres Aos comerciantes e
agio no steuls passado) Analisa® também
A unpurmmm do hl'm na soumhde que se’

lINl”I ERMOS & resdmentu '"'egf_;i . (_'ﬂ_l.l?.;\c._lz.]s._.sn(,‘i_;!is
ngéna : : IS o
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