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What can a body do when it questions the colonial capitalist system (Rolnik, 2018) and
its neoliberal ramifications around our lives? In what ways do art and education move us to
think and act amid racism, climate change, and environmental disasters? How can we cultivate
ways to postpone the end of the world (Krenak, 2019)? Based on these questions, we—two Black
cisgender students in the Bachelor's program in Biological Sciences at the Federal University of
Uberlandia (UFU), Pontal Campus, and a white cisgender professor in this same program—are
attentive to the possibilities of experimenting, through a formative process, with writings,
performances, and images in an engaged, problematizing, and propositional visual essay.

This inspiration arose in discussions that took place in the Biology and Culture
discipline, a mandatory component of the Bachelor's program in Biological Sciences at UFU,
Pontal Campus. This discipline taught by the third author of this text who has sought “[...] to
take seriously the power of the arts to move education in science and biology, to question
scientific knowledge and its contemporary interconnections, to allow us to feel, listen and act in
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the world” (Sales, 2024a, p. 18). Thus, the first two authors decided to carry out a photographic
and performance essay amidst the ruins of an Environmental Protection Area (EPA) popularly
known as Parque do Goiabal, located in the city of Ituiutaba — MG - Brasil." This EPA is one of
the only remaining areas of the Cerrado biome still partially preserved in a region intensely
marked by agricultural exploitation. Despite the importance of Goiabal Park to the city and the
Pontal do Tridngulo Mineiro region, it was abandoned by recent municipal administrations. Its
structures are in disrepair and beyond repair. Furthermore, the area suffers from waste disposal
and a sense of insecurity, which compromises the permanence of its spaces. Faced with the
government's neglect of Goiabal Park, a group of people concerned with ecological practices and
education created the Goiabal Vivo Collective (Alive Goiabal Collective), of which we are
members.”

We understand that the continued abandonment of Goiabal Park explicitly demonstrates
the manifestation of environmental racism, a structural phenomenon that affects marginalized
communities. We also recognize that environmental racism is inseparable from the advancement
of agribusiness, which disproportionately threatens human and nonhuman lives, and from the
mechanisms of scientific knowledge production that we seek to highlight and critique in this
essay. In this essay, we materialize artistic experiments driven by Black bodies concerned not
only with denouncing the perverse mechanisms of racism and colonialism, but also with
engendering possible solutions in more-than-human landscapes. Like Donna Haraway (2022,
2023), who calls on us to see nature as inextricably linked to culture, we believe that the
landscapes of this time, now called the Anthropocene, demand a responsive capacity committed
to the world. This response-ability is fundamental for us to continue creating worlds amidst
landscapes filled with ruins, as Anna Tsing (2019) teaches us.

The current planetary condition surprises and hurts us. The entanglements of the
Anthropocene threaten us. The only path seems to be the end of the world. Climate change,
environmental crises, and scientific deniers are the new constants of our time, as anthropologist
Bruno Latour (2019) rightly points out. Human and nonhuman peoples removed from their

» o«

lands, devastated, decimated... all in the name of “progress,” “development,” and the “future.”
Absences, voids, precariousness, violence, segregation. Storylines that end existences. Black
bodies, female bodies, poor bodies, gender and sexual dissident bodies, bodies with disabilities...

all at risk. Also environmental areas, nonhuman animals, plants and fungi, more-than-human

! Various initiatives and investigations have been carried out in Goiabal Park, such as the work of geographer and
professor Rildo Costa (2012), which highlights the biological and geological diversity of that location and highlights
environmental issues already evident during the research period—which we believe have changed and perhaps
intensified in the years since the publication of his article. More than ten years ago, Costa (2012, p. 81) warned that
it is important to develop "[...] public policies for this area, aiming at the well-being of the population and the
preservation/conservation of Goiabal Park, also bringing a better quality of life for the population, with the goals of
environmental education and leisure capable of establishing harmony between the needs of society and those of
nature." However, even today, we perceive a lack of initiatives that take seriously the care of this area and the
human and non-human beings that interact with it.

? Affiliated with the Federal University of Uberlandia, Pontal Campus, the Goiabal Vivo Collective is an
organization of individuals working to care for the park, promoting teaching, research, and outreach activities
related to ecological issues and education. For more information, we recommend visiting the collective's Instagram
page: < https://www.instagram.com/goiabalvivo/ >. Accessed on May 10, 2025.
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existences. And how can we situate and position ourselves? Perhaps we need to ground
ourselves, as earthly beings, in this complex and winding time (Latour, 2019).

As the Brazilian Indigenous thinker Ailton Krenak (2019) reminds us, “[...] they preach
the end of the world as a possibility of making us give up on our own dreams.” Inspired by him,
we believe that it is possible to practice decolonial ecologies (Ferdinand, 2022) and anti-racist
learning in the movements between arts, sciences, and education, and that these movements
have the power to distance us from the paralyzing pessimism that only looks to the end of the
world. Thus, we have proposed practices for experimenting with the arts in the training of
science and biology teachers.

All of this may seem banal, but it is not: they are ways of taking seriously our
engagement with these issues, with these landscapes and beings, with ourselves and with the
world; creating together and breaking out of inertia, moving in search of possible escapes to, at
the same time, postpone the end of our world—as Krenak (2019) proposes—and, perhaps,
hasten the end of worlds that no longer fit (Sales, 2024b). These experiments are ways of
cultivating artistic, scientific, and educational practices engaged in responsibly inhabiting a
world in ruins; they are ways of articulating educations that cultivate self-care and well-being
(Sales; Rigue, 2022), of working with teacher training as works of art (Sales, 2024a) that are
metamorphosed (Rigue; Sales; Dalmaso, 2024). In short, experimenting with the arts in teacher
training helps to position science teaching and learning in/with/amid life (Sales; Rigue;
Dalmaso, 2023).

All of this resonates with what the quilombola thinker Antonio Bispo dos Santos (2023)
teaches us about confluence and the urgency of paying attention to the practice of quilombola
knowledge, organic and circular knowledges, which are to be shared, not sold. This perspective
is an invitation to entangle popular knowledge and our ancestral roots in confluéncias (confluences)
with scientific knowledge, artistic affections, and educational mobilizations, always from a
contra-colonial perspective. This is precisely what Isabelle Stengers (2023) also calls us to
experiment with: cosmopolitical relations with science to heal so many capitalist wounds; even
slowing down the processes that drive our academic, scientific, and educational training and
work.

In this essay, we seek to disrupt the historically constructed way in which subalternized
subjects see and position themselves in the world. Thus, orality, indocility, the arts, dialogues
with science, and education present themselves as a confluence of knowledge and practices, of
movements capable of experimenting with possible paths. These are nuances that fracture racist
and genocidal networks, allowing us to dream and create sensitive relationships with the
Earth/land and with human and nonhuman beings, even in times of climate change and
environmental disasters.

Walking around Goiabal Park, we learned how this space is part of the community,
intertwined with people, plants, animals, and a landscape that differs from the rest of the city, so
impacted by neoliberal capitalism. Thus, we believe that contact with the park, the beings that
inhabit it, and their stories was not only academic-scientific, but also
affective-creative-formative.

Using a digital camera abandoned for years, we prioritized framing that could highlight
the devastation but also highlight the resistance and possible re-existence. The confluence of
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popular, artistic, and scientific knowledge made it possible to use performance and photography
as instruments of visibility, memory, and reconnection with the ancestry of a space that is as
much ours as we are it. Our essay aims to provoke, problematize, and propose. Here is the Black
body experimenting with ways of performing to live, resist, engage with the world amid its
ruins, persisting.
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Image 1: Target.

What body is this?

Marked and imprisoned in the agony of slave ships to the ruins of
subalternity

What body is this that accumulates scars and external marks on its

identity?

What kind of existence is this that has been deterritorialized, that has
constructed and resisted the appropriation and illegitimatization of its
knowledge and ways of living?
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Image 2: What color produces legitimate knowledge?

Cadernos de Campo (Sao Paulo, online) | vol. 34, n. 1| p.1-14 | USP 2025



CUSTODIO, QUEIROZ & SALES | Questioning Environmental Racism ... | 7

© CUSTODIO, QUEIROZ & SALES, 2025.

Image 3: Throat: painting doesn’t change the “truths” that need to be told.

This body doesn't fit in a lab coat... so clean, white and sanitized

This body is the object of study for those who have scientifically validated
knowledge

Could this body also be the protagonist?

Does this body have no pain, hunger, will, intellect, and past?
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Image 4: Looking at something bigger, erasing overly human, white,
colonial impositions.

Without spaces, hollow, hidden, subjected to scrutiny
A body needs to perform and fit in

A body can also experiment, play and rehearse ways of escaping.

Cadernos de Campo (Sao Paulo, online) | vol. 34, n. 1| p.1-14 | USP 2025



CUSTODIO, QUEIROZ & SALES | Questioning Environmental Racism ... | 9

© CUSTODIO, QUEIROZ & SALES, 2025.

Image 5: Social paresthesia.

Colonialism, racism and all their tentacles screamed, determined and
thought they won

But life is greatness, our ancestry is strong and nature insists on us.
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Image 6: Marginalized ruins, margins to be occupied.
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Image 7: Breachs: Nature-Cultures Resisting in Ruins.

In more-than-human collectives, even in the ruins of the Anthropocene
These bodies resist and remind us that we are, that we are

And our knowledge we will share to create other worlds.

Cadernos de Campo (Sao Paulo, online) | vol. 34, n. 1| p.1-14 | USP 2025




CUSTODIO, QUEIROZ & SALES | Questioning Environmental Racism ... | 12

Bibliographic References

BARBOSA, Tulio. 2023. Manual anticolonialismo: V. 1 — A construgdo do colonialismo hoje. Sdo
Paulo: UICLAP.

BENTO, Cida. 2022. O pacto da branquitude. Sao Paulo: Cia. das Letras.

COSTA, Rildo Aparecido. 2012. Anilise biogeografica do Parque Municipal do Goiabal em
[tuiutaba-MG. Caderno Prudentino de Geografia, Presidente Prudente, v. 1, n. 33, p. 68-83.
https://revista.fct.unesp.br/index.php/cpg/article/view/2042

FANON, Frantz. 2008. Pele negra, mdscaras brancas. Salvador: Ed. UFBA.

FERDINAND, Malcom. 2022. Uma ecologia decolonial: pensar a partir do mundo caribenho. Sao
Paulo: Ubu Editora.

HARAWAY, Donna. 2023. Ficar com o problema: fazer parentes no chthluceno. Sao Paulo: n-1
edicoes.

HARAWAY, Donna. 2022. Quando as espécies se encontram. Sao Paulo: UBU Editora.

LATOUR, Bruno. 2020. Onde aterrar? — Como se orientar politicamente no Antropoceno. Rio de
Janeiro: Bazar Tempo.

RIGUE, Fernanda Monteiro; SALES, Tiago Amaral, DALMASO, Alice Copetti. 2024.
Metaformoses em Emanuele Coccia: composicdes para habitar a educacio e a formacio
docente.  Educa¢dio e Filosofia, Uberlandia, v. 37, n. 81, p. 1465-1496.
10.14393/REVEDFIL.v37n812a2023-64408

ROLNIK, Suely. 2018. Esferas da insurrei¢do: notas para uma vida ndo cafetinada. Sao Paulo: n-1

edicoes.

KRENAK, Ailton. 2019. Ideias para adiar o fim do mundo. Sao Paulo: Companhia das Letras.

SALES, Tiago Amaral. 2024a. A formacdo docente como obra de arte: criacdes, poéticas e
experimentacdes na licenciatura em Ciéncias Biolégicas. Revista Digital do LAV, Santa
Maria, v. 17, n. 1, p. e31/1-31. https://doi.org/10.5902/1983734888089

SALES, Tiago Amaral. 2024b. Diante do Antropoceno: educa¢des para viralizar mundos
possiveis. Criar  Educacdo, Cricitma, V. 13, n. 3, p- 350-373.
nov.http://dx.doi.org/10.18616/ce.v13i3.8306

SALES, Tiago Amaral; RIGUE, Fernanda Monteiro. 2022. Entre o cuidado de si e o bem
viver: porvires possiveis para a vida e a educacio em meio as pedagogias pandémicas.

Humanidades & Inovagdo, V. 9, p- 111-128.

de Habitar o Mundo: uma educacio em ciéncias com/em meio a/pela vida. Educacdo e
Realidade, v. 48. https://doi.org/10.1590/2175-6236124171vs01

SANTOS, Antoénio Bispo dos. 2023. A terra dd, a terra quer. Sdo Paulo: Ubu Editora.

STENGERS, Isabelle. 2023. Uma outra ciéncia é possivel: manifesto por uma desacelera¢do das
ciéncias. Rio de Janeiro: Bazar do Tempo.

TSING, Anna. 2019. Viver nas ruinas: paisagens multiespécies no Antropoceno. Brasilia: IEB Mil
Folhas.

Cadernos de Campo (Sao Paulo, online) | vol. 34, n. 1| p.1-14 | USP 2025


https://revista.fct.unesp.br/index.php/cpg/article/view/2042
https://doi.org/10.14393/REVEDFIL.v37n81a2023-64408
https://doi.org/10.5902/1983734888089
http://dx.doi.org/10.18616/ce.v13i3.8306
https://revista.unitins.br/index.php/humanidadeseinovacao/article/view/6644
https://doi.org/10.1590/2175-6236124171vs01

CUST()DIO, QUEIROZ & SALES | Questioning Environmental Racism ... | 13

about the authors

Karen Daniela de Sousa Custédio

Licentiate degree in Biological Sciences from the Federal
University of Uberlandia (UFU), Pontal Campus. Researcher
at the Center for Anticolonial Studies at UFU. Member,
artist, and environmentalist with the Goiabal Vivo Collective.

Victéria dos Santos Queiroz

Licentiate degree in Biological Sciences from the Federal
University of Uberlandia (UFU), Pontal Campus. Actress for
@artejucana. Photographer and environmentalist with the
Goiabal Vivo Collective.

Tiago Amaral Sales

Assistant Professor in the Bachelor's Licentiate degree
Program in Biological Sciences, affiliated with the Institute of
Exact and Natural Sciences of Pontal (ICENP), Federal
University of Uberlandia (UFU), Pontal Campus. Permanent
Professor in the Graduate Program in Basic Education
(PPGPEDU) of the Federal University of Uberlandia (UFU).
Post-doctorate in Scientific and Cultural Dissemination from
the State University of Campinas (UNICAMP). PhD and
Master's in Education from the Graduate Program in
Education of the Federal University of Uberlandia
(PPGED/UFU). Bachelor's degree in Pedagogy from Esticio
University of Santa Catarina (UNESA). Bachelor's degree in
Biological Sciences from the Institute of Biology of the
Federal University of Uberlandia (INBIO/UFU). Leader of the
research group affiliated with the National Council for
Scientific and Technological Development (CNPq): habitAR:
Study and research group in education, science, and life.
Member of the Goiabal Vivo Collective.

Autorship: The author is responsible for collecting data,
systematizing and synthesizing the arguments presented
throughout the text, as well as for writing it.

Aknowledgements: We thank the members of the Goiabal
Vivo Collective, who are fighting for the preservation of
Goiabal Park and for initiatives in science, culture, and
education that can not only resist neoliberal capitalist logic
but also create other possible paths to delay the end of our
world. We also especially thank Professor Lucas Rocha for his
support in reflecting on issues related to the dialogue between

Cadernos de Campo (Sao Paulo, online) | vol. 34, n. 1| p.1-14 | USP 2025



CUSTODIO, QUEIROZ & SALES | Questioning Environmental Racism ... | 14

the Goiabal Vivo Collective and the park's municipal
administration.

Received in: 22/12/2024.
Approved for publication in: 14/03/2025.

Cadernos de Campo (Sao Paulo, online) | vol. 34, n. 1| p.1-14 | USP 2025



