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STAINING OF PATHOGENIC FUNG I WITH TRYPAN BLUE 
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SUMMA R Y 

Tl'ypa11 hlue carJ 1,.e applinl directly to paraííin i>é<.:liou:; as a routinc slauung 
rnNhocl íor (ungus <·ap$ules. T lu• prE-parations can aher"1ards he s ta incd w.itl1 
Van C ie:-:on':: for a hackground s t..1. in. The í un~us t apsulC's. s taill dt•cp l,lul', 

Although !hcrt· ha,·e bcen many methods 
descrihed 10 :-la.ln fun~us capsulcs or nwm• 
hrnnt.•s lC,wLEY ct ai. 1 ; PIMENT,, OE M1-:1.,1.,o 
<'l ai.::: Gnwu:v ,! ; SA.MPJ\10 c..·L a i. "; anel 
otlwrs) . som1.· o{ tht·m ur(• c..·i1fwr ('umlwr
R>Rlt' a ncl /o r t•, pt'll8Ív1·. 

/' rocedure - Houtinel t prt'f)H rt•d paraHin 
Sl'tlions o{ mate rial íi'XE-d in lOo/c íormaliu 
a re brought to water aod staincd í rmn 10 
10 30 minutes in •1~3% trypan hlue in dis
tilh·cl wekr i.md ('Ounlt•rs tahwd with Van 
Ci('$011. 

H1•tf•nll >• in our lahorator y, \\"e have IJeen 
11s i11g trtpan hhw to slaill íungus capsule~ 
wil h excelll"nt rcsults. The rcsu1ts obtaincd 
ar\· shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 

Prepara tion~ are washe-d in t.li::tillt·d wat(•1'. 
dehydratecl jn t he alrohols. deart•d and <·o
,·ered in the u sua l manner. 

Fungus 1..•,q)suh..•~ slatned with trypan l>Jue. Van Cieson·s counter$taln. 
FIK, 1 - Exptr-imental Jorge L6bO's inf~lion tn tortol<te. ;.~ungi capsules 
blu('. 360 X. FIJ!, 2 - Rhi1103"poridt1,m .it•eberi capsule$ deep blue. 90 x . 

(1 > YaC'ulda(te de Me<lklna da. Unlvcrsldad e Federal do Fará. Belém, Pará, Bra7.il 
(2) Fu ndn<:!l.o S.E.$.P. - InsUtuto Evan<tl'O Chaga$. Belém, Pará, Braz.iJ 
(3) Museu Paraense Emlllo Coeld.l. BelCm, Pará, BrazH 
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Results and comments 
membranes of the fongi are 
blue. 

Capsules and 
stained deep 

The method is very simple, inexpensive 
and reliable. 

RESUMO 

Coloração de fungos patogênicos 
com azul tripan 

O azul tripau pode ser usado diretamente 
em cortes de parafina como método de ro
tina para coloração de cápsulas de fungos. 
Os cortes podem ser corados em seguida 
pelo Van Gieson, como contraste. As cáp
sulas dos fungos coram-se em azul celeste. 
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