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				Abstract

				Contemporary Brazil maintains the hierarchical structures of the colonial period that support and are supported by its insertion in the international division of labor. Latin American critical thinking has discussed the emergence of post-extractivist alternatives to detach the region from this colonial matrix of power. This article discusses tourism in Quilombos as one of the alternatives for development in Brazil and, specifically, as a way of implementing defense and resistance strategies for Quilombola territories. For this purpose, descriptive research with a qualitative approach was conducted in four steps: 1) bibliographical research; 2) documentary research, official data, and information analysis; 3) field research; 4) application survey instrument. It was found that specialized literature has paid little attention to this topic. Both general and specific elements are discussed regarding the relevance of tourism to the defense of the Quilombola territories and the strengthening of anti-racist, anti-colonial, and environmentalist agendas in Brazil.

				Keywords: Community-based tourism; Political Ecology of Tourism; Intercultural dialogue; Decoloniality.

				Introduction

				Contemporary Brazil maintains hierarchical structures from the colonial pe-riod that sustain and are sustained by its insertion in the international division of labor, maintained by the official discourse of progress as a result of the expan-sion of agribusiness and mining. The unequal national situation was exacerbat-ed during the Bolsonaro administration, which implemented an ultraneoliberal, violent, and racist program against Indigenous peoples, Quilombolas, and tradi-tional communities (Barreto & Ferraz, 2020).

				
					
						1.	Bachelor’s degree in Biological Sciences and Law. Master’s degree in Law (2006) and PhD in Environmental Science (2010) from the State University of Rio de Janeiro. E-mail: rodrigo.vilani@unirio.br . ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8286-1677

					
					
						2.	Graduated in Geography from UFJF (1987). Master’s (1997) and PhD (2004) in Geography from the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Research Area: Geography and Territorial Management. E-mail: vicente.pinto@ufjf.br . ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7841-0822

					
					
						3.	Bachelor’s degree in Tourism from the Federal University of Juiz de Fora (2004). PhD in Geography from the Graduate Program in Geography at the Federal University of Minas Gerais (2016), Master’s degree in Community Psychosociology and Social Ecology from the EICOS/UFRJ Program (2007). E-mail: altairsancho@hotmail.com . ORCID: https:// orcid.org/0000-0001-9943-1334

					
				

			

		

	
		
			
				RTA | ECA-USP | ISSN: 1984-4867 v. 36, n. 00, e025012, 2025. 

			

		

		
			
				Vilani, R.M.; Pinto, V.P.S.; Santos, A.S.P.

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				2

			

		

		
			
				In this scenario of structural threats to Quilombola territories, it is important to emphasize that the approach adopted does not articulate tourism “as an iden-tity element in the communities’ resistance movement, but rather as a means of giving lending visibility to the conflicts of traditional ways of life with the arrival of modernity” (Bartholo, 2009, p. 51).

				Therefore, the central problem stems from the conflicts and power dynamics resulting from colonial structures of exploitation/domination that dispropor-tionately impact Indigenous and Quilombola communities. From their subordi-nate position in the international division of labor, the hypothesis was developed that tourism can constitute an alternative to development. The central research question is: to what extent can tourism, as a social phenomenon, strengthen Quilombola resistance in Brazil?

				To provide a response, this article explores the connection between political ecology and community-based tourism in Quilombola territories, contributing not only to theoretical and methodological aspects but also to strengthening so-cial movements and their strategies of resistance, territorial defense, and local development. A central point of this connection can be observed in the dialogue between Zaoual’s (2009) situated tourism perspective and pluriversality from Latin American political ecology. Zaoual (2009) criticizes the limited vision of economic rationality by recognizing situated rationality as an expression of the heterogeneity and multiplicity of existing universes. The recognition of pluriv-ersality—that is, the coexistence of multiple worldviews that have been erased within the modern project of constructing a (Eurocentric, white, colonial) uni-verse—is a central element of decolonial critique (Quijano, 2000; Mignolo, 2010), which influences the discussion of Latin American political ecology. In this regard, situating Political Ecology in the subaltern territories of the inter-national division of labor, where Indigenous, Quilombola, Caiçara, and peasant pluriverses, among many others, resist and re-exist—where, for Leff (2021), lies the heart of political ecology in Latin America—becomes a movement for critical reflection. Understanding this context is necessary to once again situate tourism as an element of analysis within the unequal power relations that ultimately de-fine the territorialization of projects and the deterritorialization of cultures. This encounter is the space for the development of the emerging Political Ecology of Tourism in Brazil (Corbari et al., 2021).

				The proposal is based on the scarcity of studies on the topic. It is worth em-phasizing that, in the national scientific literature, there are no studies available on the overall tourism experiences in Quilombos in the country.

				In this context, this article aims to discuss Quilombola tourism as one of the alternatives for development in Brazil and, specifically, as one of the strategies for the defense and resistance of Quilombola territories. To this end, we opted for de-scriptive research, using a case study, based on a bibliographical survey, documen-tary research, and non-participant observation. Thus, the research offers general contributions to the Political Ecology of Tourism and to the set of theoretical and methodological efforts aimed at strengthening a critical perspective in tourism research in Brazil, and particularly in Quilombola tourism. Likewise, it supports environmental, anti-colonial, and anti-racist mobilizations and social movements.
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				Synergies between Latin American political ecology and tourism in Quilombos

				The choice of Latin American Political Ecology stems from the situated nature of its critique of power relations, based on the region’s subaltern status within the colonial power matrix. In this sense, beyond the analysis of the socio-environ-mental impacts resulting from power asymmetries, initiated by political ecology in the 1970s, it focuses on the singularities of Latin America (Alimonda, 2015; Leff, 2021).

				Latin American Political Ecology has as its landmark the configuration of the mo-dern/colonial world-system, made possible by the violent concealment of the world of the other that began in 1492 (Wallerstein, 1974; Quijano, 2000; Dussel, 1993).

				By situating and problematizing the global pattern of power from a Latin Ame-rican perspective, it was possible to consider and discuss alternatives to develop-ment or post-extractivist alternatives. Among the possibilities for this decolonial process, community-based tourism (CBT) emerges, alongside agroecology and so-cial technologies, as an alternative to detaching from the colonial matrix of power (Acosta, 2016; Gudynas, 2016; Lang, 2016; Vilani, 2018; Vilani et al., 2020).

				Latin American Political Ecology is understood:

				as a vanguard political-intellectual elaboration, which attempts with anguish to res-pond to the tremendous challenges that the era presents to the towns of our conti-nent, recognizing the inescapable need to criticize the civilizational assumptions of modernity and its conventional development. (Alimonda, 2015, p. 164)

				At the national level, these challenges are expressed by a “political project of extermination” (Barreto & Ferraz, 2020, p. 713) of the Quilombola and indige-nous populations, which is fundamental to modernity and was developed from the inferiorization of the “other”—the non-European, the non-white. This pro-cess, according to the theory developed by Quijano (2000), is based on the social classification of the population based on the idea of race constructed with the invasion of America.

				In contemporary Brazil, the practical results of this historical process are observed in data from the National Coordination of Articulation of Black Rural Quilombola Communities (CONAQ) and Terra de Direitos, which indicate that, between 2018 and 2022, there were 32 murders, 23 of which were men and 9 of which were Quilombola women. All of the women were victims of femicide; among the men, 13 deaths were related to land conflicts and 10 occurred in un-titled territories (Coordenação Nacional de Articulação das Comunidades Negras Rurais Quilombolas [CONAQ] & Terra de Direitos, 2023).

				According to the 2022 Demographic Census conducted by the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE), 1,330,186 Quilombola people were registered, representing 0.66% of the total population. Another relevant fact is the number of Quilombola territories in the country. Those that have completed the initial phase of self-recognition total 3,583, while officially recognized territories total 502 (di-saggregated number, or 494 aggregated, considering territories that occupy more than one state) (Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics, 2023).
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				Of this total, 269 Quilombos were surveyed, resulting in 381 conflicts in 190 territories. This corresponds to 70% of the territories with “some type of terri-torial conflict caused by different economic activities, infrastructure projects, or administrative acts of municipal, state, or federal agencies that result in over-lapping territories” (CONAQ & Terra de Direitos, 2023, p. 75).

				Of the total number of conflicts observed in Quilombola territories, 100 derive from the large estate category and 45 from agribusiness, that is, 145 (38%) are related to a mode of land use and concentration essentially focused on the export of commodities.

				The effects of this situation are aggravated by the advance of a Eurocentric neoliberal policy that intensifies inequalities and violence against the wretched of the earth, as Fanon (2022) puts it. Césaire (2020) corroborates that these con-demned—Indigenous, Asian, and Black—are victims of the “abominable colo-nialist and racist consequences” of modernity (p. 11). For Fanon (2008), Black people are the “brutal, opposing force” to the myth of modernity—progress, civi-lization, liberalism, etc. (Dussel, 1993; Fanon, 2008; Mignolo, 2010).

				Thus, the Quilombola territory can be considered a threat to the colonial ma-trix of power that was structured in the Americas since the beginning of the Eu-ropean invasion in 1492, the initial milestone of the ongoing historical process of violence, oppression, deterritorialization, appropriation and environmental de-vastation (Acosta, 2016; Dussel, 1993; Gudynas, 2016; Mignolo, 2010; Quijano, 2000; Wynter, 1995).

				Based on these elements, a situated dialogue with the Quilombola worldview was chosen to construct a different proposal. Quilombola culture refutes the di-vision between society and nature, between subject and object, individualism, Christian monotheism, and patriarchy as rules of civilization. It is worth empha-sizing Nêgo Bispo’s critique of the notion of colonizer’s property, which influen-ced Art. 68 of the Federal Constitution’s Transitional Constitutional Provisions Act, which provides for the issuance of definitive property titles to the remaining Quilombos. For Bispo, such private property finds no echo in the “communal and biointeractive relationship of Quilombolas with their territories” (Santos, 2015, p. 88). This mode is reflected in the conceptualization of Quilombola territories, which “consist of groups that have developed daily practices of resistance in the maintenance and reproduction of their characteristic ways of life and in the consolidation of their own territory” characterized by the common use of land, solidarity and reciprocity (Brazilian Anthropology Association, 1994 cited by O’Dwyer, 2002, p. 18).

				Beyond an immutable theoretical or conceptual framework, this article un-derstands and applies the CBT based on a set of assumptions that may or may not be adapted to each territory and community, according to their worldview, understanding, and motivations for receiving and engaging with visitors. The-refore, it is more appropriate to outline its objective as: “to encourage dialogue among equals and quality intercultural encounters with our visitors, with a view to understanding and learning from their respective ways of life” (Maldonado, 2009, p. 31).

				From here, it is possible to consider the following assumptions for the CBT: i. community protagonism; ii. participatory management with redistribution of the economic benefits of visitation; iii. community mobilization and resistance; 
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				iv. intercultural dialogue; v. community well-being and conservation of natural elements; vi. respect for the uniqueness of each territory; vii. appreciation of knowledge, practices, and cultural manifestations; viii. autonomy in relation to the tourist trade (Bartholo, 2009; Moraes & Mendonça, 2024; Oliveira & Mari-nho, 2009; Zaoual, 2009).

				Therefore, CBT is used as a phenomenon of reunion and rooting, based on the notion of the encounter of two worlds proposed by Dussel (1993). In this sense, the reunion, unlike the “devastating, genocidal, absolutely destructive shock of the indigenous world” by the colonial world (Dussel, 1993, p. 64), will be one of dialogue amidst ethno-cultural diversity. In the hope and struggle for another possible world, this reunion can broaden the visibility of other truths and other existing reasons (Walsh, 2012).

				The situated perspective, therefore, is the point of contact between Latin Ame-rican Political Ecology and CBT. Based on Bartholo’s (2009) analysis, CBT is un-derstood here within the framework of subject-subject relations and, therefore, projects itself antagonistically to the Cartesian duality of subject-object. In this conception, it can be analyzed as a political and social movement of resistance and defense of traditional territories against large-scale tourism projects, a cha-racteristic of the movement since its emergence in Brazil in the 1990s (Moraes & Mendonça, 2024).

				By extension, Quilombola CBT is situated not in a linear space-time, but in the circularity inherent to the pluriversality and protagonism of communities (Moraes & Mendonça, 2024; Santos, 2015; Zaoual, 2009). In this way, CBT can become an inducer of biocultural, ecological, and social transition, in which the “agents of this historical transformation are the inhabitants of rural territories: the inhabitants of ecosystems, the Peoples of the Earth” (Leff, 2021, p. 30).

				In this trajectory, tourism research, as a social phenomenon, and CBT expe-riences add to the growing theoretical-political force of resistance (Escobar, 2019) that the wretched (Fanon, 2022) of Abya Yala/Afro/Latin America (Esco-bar, 2019) begin to undertake to defend other ways of being, existing and inha-biting the Earth.

				As a preliminary consideration, the synergies between Latin American Politi-cal Ecology and community-based tourism in Quilombos are summarized in the understanding of Political Ecology of Tourism as the field that houses and situ-ates the dialogue between knowledges in the process of struggle and resistance of the Peoples of the Earth in the face of the threats and violence of modernity. The following sections will present the analytical efforts, conducted from this perspective, based on Quilombola territories.

				Methods and techniques

				Understanding tourism in Quilombos, situated through the lens of Latin American Political Ecology, required adapting to the complex dynamics involving political, institutional, and social aspects that cannot be addressed solely through variables (Minayo, 2005). The methodological choice was descriptive research with a qualitative approach, through a case study, whose premise was the under-standing and intelligibility of the tourism phenomenon in Quilombola territories.
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				The research was developed in four stages: 1) bibliographical research; 2) documentary research, official data and information; 3) field research; 4) appli-cation of survey instrument.

				The first stage, a bibliographic survey, was carried out in the Capes Periodicals database: a) Search parameter: Tourism + Quilombo; b) Type of resource: arti-cles (peer-reviewed); c) Time frame: 2000 to 2024. The bibliographic research followed the guidelines defined by Galvan (2006): a) select the articles from an overview of the texts; b) group the articles into categories; c) organize the arti-cle reading process; d) format the article annotations; e) identify definitions and keywords; f) seek methodologies appropriate to the proposed study; g) distin-guish assertion from evidence; h) identify gaps; i) identify similarities between different articles and their relationship with the proposed study.

				The documentary research was conducted in online archives and divided into two stages: 1. Official data and information: conducted in October 2024, using the search engine on the Ministry of Tourism’s website, using the “Quilombo” parameter. All results were analyzed and selected based on their relevance to the topic, with results with duplicate information being excluded; 2. Various second-ary sources: a survey conducted between October and November 2024, aiming to identify ongoing tourism experiences in Quilombos in Brazil. The Google search engine was chosen based on two distinct parameters: a. Quilombo with visitors; b. tourism + Quilombo. The selection criterion was to retain results that present-ed ongoing experiences and, therefore, exclude those whose content referred to communities in the implementation phase, courses being offered, or induction by official bodies, such as municipal tourism departments. The results from var-ious sources (newspapers, journals, websites of Quilombola associations and/or communities, public bodies and tourism agencies) were addressed in a non-ex-haustive manner and analyzed according to the criteria of authenticity, credibili-ty, representativeness and meaning (May, 2004).

				Given the need for familiarization with the topic (Marconi & Lakatos, 2007), the state of Minas Gerais was selected for field research, specifically the communities associated with the Federation of Quilombola Communities of Minas Gerais (N’Go-lo). Non-participant observation was conducted through dialogue with the N’Golo Federation, which began in October 2022, via the collective’s social media chan-nels. From then on, between March and November 2023, three remote meetings were held with Federation leaders. In 2024, the dialogue resulted in a CBT course held via Google Meet between June and July. In August 2024, the first author trav-eled to the community of São Sebastião da Boa Vista, where he participated in the 1st Meeting of Quilombola Communities of Santos Dumont, a municipality in the Zona da Mata region of Minas Gerais. The limitation of field activities was due to scheduling issues and the accumulation of commitments by leaders to issues such as territorial regularization and mobilization to defend rights.

				Google Forms was used to understand the territorial dynamics and the per-spectives on tourism of the participating groups, based on six axes: 1. Understand-ing of CBT; 2. Organized existence of CBT and visitation; 3. Potential/interest in CBT; 4. Attractions/experiences of the territories; 5. Management approach; 6. Territorial conflicts; 7. Role of CBT in the resistance and maintenance of the ter-ritories. The choice of virtual resources is related to the broad geographic scope; 
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				that is, the aim was to achieve greater territorial coverage, despite the inherent limits of using these resources to carry out research stages remotely.

				Results and discussion

				Literature on tourism and Quilombos (Capes Periodicals)

				The bibliographic research yielded 13 articles (Table 1), published between 2000 and 2024. The results confirm Oliveira’s (2021) criticism that the topic is underexplored in tourism research. Except for the first article in the selection, in which Leite (2000) warns of the commodification of tourism, the remaining articles highlight the contributions of tourism, strategies for strengthening CBT actions, and present methodological proposals for research in the area.

				Table 1. Articles selected in the bibliographic research

				
					Title

				

				
					Authorship (Year)

				

				
					Journal

				

				
					Considerations on tourism

				

				
					Os quilombos no Brasil: questões conceituais e normativas.

				

				
					Leite (2000)

				

				
					Etnográfica

				

				
					Warning about the ethnic tourism trap, that is, the touristization of differences for consumption.

				

				
					Turismo de base comunitária no antigo quilombo cabula.

				

				
					Silva et al. (2016)

				

				
					Caderno Virtual de Turismo

				

				
					CBT can contribute to the empowerment of communities, with a focus on education.

				

				
					Educação Ambiental em Iniciativas de Turismo de Base Comunitária: Uma Congruência para Inovação Social.

				

				
					Batista et al. (2021)

				

				
					Rosa dos Ventos

				

				
					The theoretical analysis points to CBT as a driver of local development through the active participation of social actors, with a focus on environmental education.

				

				
					Educando para o turismo de base comunitária em contexto de quilombo urbano: o caso do território do Cabula.

				

				
					Silva et al. (2024)

				

				
					Revista de Gestão e Secretariado

				

				
					The use of discussion groups, based on popular education and the solidarity economy, contributes to the engagement and inclusion of young people and adults in CBT activities.

				

				
					Museu Virtual Quilombo Cabula: educação dialógica para o turismo de base comunitária.

				

				
					Martins et al. (2018)

				

				
					Educação e Contemporaneidade

				

				
					The Virtual Museum was a relevant educational, collaborative and collective digital artifact, developed with community agents to strengthen the CBT.

				

				
					Práticas de etnoconhecimento na gestão participativa do turismo sustentável na Amazônia: Quilombo de Tapanagem (Oriximiná, PA, Brasil).

				

				
					Campos & Mattos (2012)

				

				
					Revista Brasileira de Pesquisa em Turismo

				

				
					Participatory mapping is an important tool for the development of sustainable tourism.

				

				
					Educação para o turismo de base comunitária: processo de valorização da cultura popular e do patrimônio pelas comunidades do antigo Quilombo Cabula.

				

				
					Alves et al. (2020)

				

				
					Ambivalências

				

				
					The articulation between CBT and schools of the Old Quilombo Cabula allowed dialogue, collective construction and situated the proposal in the local reality.
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				Source: Prepared by the authors (2025).

				
					Title

				

				
					Authorship (Year)

				

				
					Journal

				

				
					Considerations on tourism

				

				
					Turismo y desarrollo en la Comunidad Quilombola de Engenho II en Cavalcante, Goiás, Brasil.

				

				
					Moreira & Almeida (2020)

				

				
					Anales de Geografia de la Universidad Complutense

				

				
					A dissonance was observed between the benefits of tourism, in their distribution among the community as a whole, and the lack of appreciation of cultural heritage, which compromises ethnodevelopment and community tourism.

				

				
					Gastronomia, Sustentabilidade e Turismo na Praia de Caçandoca, Ubatuba (São Paulo-Brasil).

				

				
					Maranhao & Bueno (2012)

				

				
					Turismo em Análise

				

				
					In places with mass tourism and real estate speculation, such as the north coast of São Paulo, sustainable tourism has integrated residents and their traditional practices.

				

				
					Circuito Quilombola (Eldorado-SP): possibilidades para o turismo cultural.

				

				
					Aguiar & Souza (2017)

				

				
					Cenário

				

				
					The importance of the community in partnership with the public authorities, the private sector and the third sector for planning, training, tourism management and heritage preservation is highlighted.

				

				
					Negros e Turismo: análise da produção acadêmica sobre o tema em revistas vinculadas aos Programas de Pós-Graduação em Turismo no Brasil.

				

				
					Oliveira (2021)

				

				
					Rosa dos Ventos

				

				
					It is clear that the topic of black people and tourism is academically invisible in the area.

				

				
					Uso e potencial da fotoetnografia para os estudos turísticos.

				

				
					Serra et al. (2021)

				

				
					Turismo em Análise

				

				
					The relevance of the photoethnographic method is highlighted not only for its documentary and illustrative character, but also for understanding identity constructions, structures and sociocultural relations.

				

				
					Círculo de estudos, observatório de educação e turismo de base comunitária: contribuições de metodologias participativas para o desenvolvimento local.

				

				
					Del Gobbo et al. (2018)

				

				
					Educação e Contemporaneidade

				

				
					The role of dialogue, of listening to the territory and its subjects, and of sharing the construction of new paths is highlighted.

				

				The selected articles presented a broad range of keywords, with few repeti-tions (Figure 1). CBT and tourism had the highest frequency, with five and four repetitions, respectively.
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				Figure 1. Keywords

				Source: Prepared by the authors (2025).

				Forty-six different keywords were used. “Heritage” was expected to be a key-word, as well as a higher frequency for cultural heritage “ and “culture,” which were used only once. The absence of words like “resistance,” “territorial rights,” and “struggle,” for example, was expected, since the topic of “territorial defense” remains underexplored due to the incipient nature of the Political Ecology of Tourism in national research.

				Most journals published only one article. Two articles were found in the fol-lowing journals: Turismo em Análise, Rosa dos Ventos, and Educação e Contempo-raneidade (Graph 1).

				Graph 1. Periodicals

				Source: Prepared by the authors (2025).

				However, tourism journals had a greater share, with seven articles published (54%). Anthropology and geography each had two articles. The distribution of journals’ fields is consistent with the topics covered.
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				Moreira and Almeida (2020) provide a historical overview of the emergence of Quilombos as a form of resistance to slavery and cultural and identity subju-gation. They highlight the low percentage of territories (7%) with property ti-tles and state that, without this official recognition, communities lack sanitation, health, and education policies. They point out that tourism can be a visibility strategy, even given the contradictions found in the studied territory, where there is no consensus among residents regarding the benefits of community tourism (Moreira & Almeida, 2020).

				Leite (2000) analyzes the remaining constitutional expression of Quilombo-la communities and emphasizes that this legal achievement was not limited to land concerns. Furthermore, it is the result of “a broader discussion within black movements and among parliamentarians involved in the anti-racist struggle,” which “alludes to a ‘debt’ that the Brazilian nation owed to Afro-Brazilians as a result of slavery” (Leite, 2000, p. 339).

				From the reading of art. 68 of the Transitional Constitutional Provisions Act, it is stated:

				the group, and not the individual, that guides the identification of these subjects of the aforementioned right. What would then be contemplated in the actions would be the collective way of life, the participation of each one in the day-to-day life of the community. (Leite, 2000, p. 344)

				It is important to note the legal, political, social, and historical circumscription emphasized by Leite (2000), which highlights the relevance of tourism research for a critical analysis of Brazilian social dynamics, specifically regarding violence against Quilombolas and the symbolic support of racial democracy (Leite, 2000). Similarly, Silva et al. (2016) highlight the emergence of CBT as an alternative to mass tourism in rural areas in the 1980s, later expanding to coastal and urban areas. CBT, therefore, emerges from indigenous peoples and Quilombola and tra-ditional communities, marginalized and rendered invisible by the social classifi-cation of modernity.

				However, the tourism perspective must avoid the trap of transforming Quilom-bo remnants into a space for the folklorization of Quilombola culture for mere commodification (Leite, 2000). This is because tourism “can be permeated by distrust, hostility, prejudice, and racism,” since it promotes the “encounter of bodies, cultures, colors, and knowledge, which are often hierarchized based on Eurocentric logic” (Oliveira, 2021, p. 221).

				Another aspect worth noting concerns the structural racism of Brazilian soci-ety, which Oliveira (2021, p. 221) reveals in his considerations when he asserts that “Black bodies are seen as out of place, supposedly not belonging to the plac-es they occupy, whether as guests or hosts.” To this end, it is necessary to ad-vance research on CBT, which is still scarce in the specialized literature. Oliveira (2021) criticizes the silencing of Brazilian academia regarding the relationship with Black people and states that the lack of research interest reflects the fact that the “empirical object [of CBT] encompasses Quilombola communities, but also Caiçara, indigenous, and others—[and this] is yet another indication of how Black people have not been the target of research in tourism” (p. 231).
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				The texts are closely aligned with a critique of power dynamics, particularly regarding structural racism in Brazilian society. Despite this context, the positive aspects of the CBT can be summarized in eight central axes: i. mobilizing com-munities to develop and implement itineraries aimed at “valuing their way of life, history, and culture” (Silva et al., 2016, p. 88); ii. promoting cultural, gastronomic, and leisure activities (Silva et al., 2024); iii. valuing the community’s experiences, stories, traditions, and heritage (Martins et al., 2018); iv. promoting encounters and intercultural dialogue (Oliveira, 2021); v. contributing to the valorization of Quilombola identity; vi. creating spaces for internal dialogue through partic-ipatory mapping (Campos & Mattos, 2012); vii. value dialogue with Quilombola schools (Alves et al., 2020); viii. contribute to the maintenance of traditional ac-tivities, such as artisanal fishing and cooking, and resist against activities that threaten their territories (Maranhão & Bueno, 2012).

				Finally, it is important to highlight the difficulty presented by Silva et al. (2016), experienced during the present research, regarding the resistance of so-cial groups to receive and dialogue with researchers, due, in particular, to the history of having been treated as research objects and not receiving feedback on the research carried out.

				3.2 Tourism in Quilombos on Google

				To obtain a panoramic view of the reality of tourism in Quilombos in Brazil, not identified in the specialized literature in the area, we opted for a survey of Quilombola territories that have visitation practices.

				The search, conducted on Google and the Ministry of Tourism website, was non-exhaustive, using the parameters “Quilombo with visitation” and “tourism + Quilombo.” On Google, 70 records were consulted for each parameter, result-ing in a total of 140 records of different natures, such as Quilombola community pages, newspapers, and websites of the Public Administration and the third sec-tor. From the Ministry of Tourism (parameter: Quilombo), the first 90 entries of the total 247 search results were analyzed. The combination of the two searches resulted in 59 Quilombola territories with tourism activities. In addition, three territories (lines 60, 61, and 62) were identified through the bibliographic search and five territories identified through the form (see section 3.3). Thus, a total of 67 territories was consolidated (Table 2).

				Table 2. Tourism experiences in Quilombos in Brazil

				
					Quilombo / Routes

				

				
					Municipality (State)

				

				
					Source

				

				
					1

				

				
					Campinho da Independência

				

				
					Paraty (RJ)

				

				
					Duék (2023)

				

				
					2

				

				
					Fazenda

				

				
					Ubatuba (SP)

				

				
					Duék (2023)

				

				
					3

				

				
					Mumbuca

				

				
					Mateiros (TO)

				

				
					Duék (2023)

				

				
					4

				

				
					Kalunga

				

				
					Cavalcante (GO)

				

				
					Duék (2023)
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					Quilombo / Routes

				

				
					Municipality (State)

				

				
					Source

				

				
					5

				

				
					Moça Santa

				

				
					Rota dos Quilombos

				

				
					Berilo, Chapada do Norte and Minas Novas (MG)

				

				
					Duék (2023)

				

				
					6

				

				
					Gravatá (Quebra-Bateia)

				

				
					7

				

				
					Córrego do Rocha

				

				
					8

				

				
					Faceira

				

				
					9

				

				
					Pinheiros

				

				
					10

				

				
					Macuco

				

				
					11

				

				
					Mata Dois

				

				
					12

				

				
					Quilombo

				

				
					13

				

				
					São Pedro do Alagadiço

				

				
					14

				

				
					Santiago

				

				
					15

				

				
					Caititu do Meio

				

				
					16

				

				
					Roça Grande

				

				
					17

				

				
					Kaonge

				

				
					Rota da Liberdade

				

				
					Cachoeira (BA)

				

				
					Duék (2023)

				

				
					18

				

				
					Dendê

				

				
					19

				

				
					Kalemba

				

				
					20

				

				
					Engenho da Ponte

				

				
					21

				

				
					Santiago

				

				
					22

				

				
					Coqueiro

				

				
					Grota Quilombola

				

				
					Mirangaba (BA)

				

				
					Duék (2023)

				

				
					23

				

				
					Palmeira

				

				
					24

				

				
					Soledade

				

				
					25

				

				
					Lajedo

				

				
					26

				

				
					Santa Cruz

				

				
					27

				

				
					Jatobá

				

				
					28

				

				
					André Lopes

				

				
					Circuito Quilombola do Vale do Ribeira

				

				
					Iporanga, Eldorado, Itaoca, Cananeia and Iguape (SP)

				

				
					Duék (2023); Quilombos do Ribeira (2024)

				

				
					29

				

				
					Ivaporunduva

				

				
					30

				

				
					Mandira

				

				
					31

				

				
					Pedro Cubas

				

				
					32

				

				
					Pedro Cubas de Cima

				

				
					33

				

				
					São Pedro

				

				
					34

				

				
					Sapatu

				

				
					35

				

				
					Quilombo Cultural

				

				
					São Luís (MA)

				

				
					São Luís (2023)

				

				
					36

				

				
					Tereré

				

				
					Vera Cruz (BA)

				

				
					ToursBahia (2018)

				

				
					37

				

				
					Mandira

				

				
					Cananéia (SP)

				

				
					Cananéia (2024)

				

				
					38

				

				
					Ipiranga

				

				
					Mares Quilombolas

				

				
					Conde e Pitimbu (PB)

				

				
					Ministry of Tourism (2024)

				

				
					39

				

				
					Sertão de Itamambuca

				

				
					Ubatuba (SP)

				

				
					Quilombo Sertão de Itamambuca (2023)

				

				
					40

				

				
					Cordoaria

				

				
					Camaçari (BA)

				

				
					Portal Abrantes (2019)
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				Source: The authors (2025).

				
					Quilombo / Routes

				

				
					Municipality (State)

				

				
					Source

				

				
					41

				

				
					Vila Fé em Deus

				

				
					Rota dos Quilombos do Maranhão

				

				
					São Luís, Santa Rita and Itapecuru Mirim (MA)

				

				
					Government of Maranhão (2024)

				

				
					42

				

				
					Cariongo

				

				
					43

				

				
					Outeiro dos Nogueiras

				

				
					44

				

				
					Cantagalo

				

				
					45

				

				
					Pedrinhas Clube de Mães

				

				
					46

				

				
					Cafundá Astrogilda

				

				
					Rio de Janeiro (RJ)

				

				
					Noronha (2024)

				

				
					47

				

				
					São Domingos1

				

				
					Paracatu (MG)

				

				
					Ulhôa (2024)

				

				
					48

				

				
					Cafundó

				

				
					Salto de Pirapora (SP)

				

				
					Salto de Pirapora (2024)

				

				
					49

				

				
					Instância de Governança Turística dos Quilombos (IGTQ)*

				

				
					União dos Palmares, Mar Vermelho, Ibateguara, Viçosa, São José da Laje, Maribondo, Murici, Quebrangulo and Chã Preta (AL)

				

				
					Tenório e Lamenha (2023)

				

				
					50

				

				
					Caiana dos Crioulos

				

				
					Alagoa Grande (PB)

				

				
					Gomes (2023)

				

				
					51

				

				
					Massarandupió

				

				
					Entre Rios (BA)

				

				
					Fleur (2023)

				

				
					52

				

				
					Grotão

				

				
					Niterói (RJ)

				

				
					Cidade de Niterói (2024)

				

				
					53

				

				
					Jatimane

				

				
					Nilo Peçanha (BA)

				

				
					Quilombo do Jatimane (2024)

				

				
					54

				

				
					Cumbe

				

				
					Aracati (CE)

				

				
					Associação Quilombola do Cumbe (2024)

				

				
					55

				

				
					São José da Serra

				

				
					Valença (RJ)

				

				
					Vale do Café (2024)

				

				
					56

				

				
					África/Laranjituba

				

				
					Moju (PA)

				

				
					Bispo (2024)

				

				
					57

				

				
					Moinho

				

				
					Alto Paraíso (GO)

				

				
					Bispo (2024)

				

				
					58

				

				
					Curiaú

				

				
					Macapá (AP)

				

				
					Moura (2023)

				

				
					59

				

				
					Monte Alegre

				

				
					Cachoeiro do Itapemirim (ES)

				

				
					Ministério do Turismo (2009)

				

				
					60

				

				
					Cabula

				

				
					Salvador (BA)

				

				
					Alves et al. (2020); Del Gobbo et al. (2018); Silva et al. (2016, 2024)

				

				
					61

				

				
					Tapagem

				

				
					Oriximiná (PA)

				

				
					Campos e Matos (2012)

				

				
					62

				

				
					Caçandoca

				

				
					Ubatuba (SP)

				

				
					Maranhão e Bueno (2012)

				

				
					63

				

				
					Raiz

				

				
					Presidente Kubitschek (MG)

				

				
					1

				

				
					64

				

				
					Buieié

				

				
					Viçosa (MG)

				

				
					1

				

				
					65

				

				
					Mocó dos Pretos

				

				
					Berilo (MG)

				

				
					1

				

				
					66

				

				
					Capoeirão

				

				
					Itabira (MG)

				

				
					1

				

				
					67

				

				
					São Sebastião da Boa Vista (Corujas)

				

				
					Santos Dumont (MG)

				

				
					1

				

				Note: (*) No information was found about the communities that make up the IGTQ.

				(1) Communities identified through the application of the research form.
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				On the same page that listed nine recommendations for visits to Quilom-bos, Quilombo dos Palmares was listed (Duék, 2023). Despite its historical sig-nificance, Palmares was not included in the table because it is not an inhabited Quilombo. Nevertheless, its importance to the topic under analysis is highlighted, particularly because it was one of the results mentioned on other pages visited.

				The research conducted with the N’Golo Federation identified 6 communities that have already developed or are developing tourism activities, of which only one was found in the literature consulted.

				The results, highlighting the limits of this research, corroborate Oliveira’s (2021) criticism regarding the scarcity of studies on the subject in the special-ized literature, since the majority (95%) of tourism experiences in Quilombos were found in various sources on the Internet.

				It was observed in the specialized literature that there is no prior diagnosis in this regard, making the data relevant and, despite the limitations of the research, unprecedented. Analysis focusing on the power relations that structure racism in the country is incipient in national tourism research, and this article aims to summon the theoretical and methodological efforts of researchers in the field to contribute, according to Munanga’s (2006) traditional-communitarian anti-rac-ist logic, to reflecting on and strengthening Quilombola community tourism in the defense of the right to difference, the preservation of their traditions and cultural manifestations, the recognition and appreciation of identity, and the pro-tection of their territories.

				The situation in Minas Gerais

				The field research carried out with the N’Golo Federation, since September 2022, had as its first action, at the request of members of this collective, the real-ization of an extension course in CBT.

				The N’Golo Federation, according to information available on its Facebook profile, was created in 2005, following debates that began in 2003, with the pres-ence of representatives from 76 communities.

				The name N’Golo has African origins. As a ritual dance of the Mucope people of Angola, southern Africa, N’Golo is also popularly known as the “zebra dance.” Based on the movements performed by this animal when males, in a violent fight, com-pete for a female, N’Golo became a ritual dance of young Mucope men to win their wives. Due to the slave trade to Brazil, many experts in this ritual dance came here. The need to resist slavery, however, led them to realize that its movements, marked by the legs, could be used for fighting and personal combat. Thus, N’Golo became known in Brazil as the ritual dance that gave rise to capoeira, having spread as a symbol of resistance and struggle among people of African descent. (Federation of Quilombola Communities of Minas Gerais, 2024)

				During its creation, three problems were identified, among others: land grab-bing, the parsimony of public policies, and income generation (Federation of Quilombola Communities of Minas Gerais, 2024). Among the potentials of the CBT are increased employment and income generation; furthermore, the visibil-
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				ity of territories can curb illegal activities and encourage state presence. Thus, this research and future studies can contribute to the central axes of the creation of the N’Golo Federation regarding the defense of Quilombola territories in Mi-nas Gerais.

				From this perspective, to better understand the territories, including in the continuation of dialogues with the N’Golo Federation, a form was developed to gather information from associated communities, for which dissemination by the group’s leaders was essential. Sixteen responses were obtained (Table 3) from 15 communities distributed across 13 municipalities in Minas Gerais (MG).

				Table 3. Quilombola communities in Minas Gerais participating in the research

				Source: Prepared by the authors (2025).

				
					Quilombola community

				

				
					Municipality (MG)

				

				
					Bairro de Fátima e Território

				

				
					Ponte Nova

				

				
					Boa Morte 

				

				
					Belo Vale

				

				
					Buieié

				

				
					Viçosa

				

				
					Cachoeirinha 

				

				
					Santos Dumont

				

				
					Capoeirão 

				

				
					Itabira

				

				
					Cercado

				

				
					Montezuma

				

				
					Mocó dos Pretos

				

				
					Berilo

				

				
					Mutuca De Cima

				

				
					Coronel Murta

				

				
					Paiol 

				

				
					Cristália

				

				
					Raiz

				

				
					Presidente Kubitschek

				

				
					Santa Rita do Botafogo 

				

				
					Tabuleiro

				

				
					São Bento 

				

				
					Santos Dumont

				

				
					São Domingos 

				

				
					Paracatu

				

				
					São Sebastião da Boa Vista (Corujas)

				

				
					Santos Dumont

				

				
					Vila Santa Efigênia e adjacências (Crasto, Embaúbas e Engenho Queimado)

				

				
					Mariana

				

				Regarding visitor activities, 7 communities had experience with tourism; 9 stated they had not conducted any activities. Of these, 5 expressed interest in de-veloping CBT, and 4 stated they had not discussed the topic. The question about understanding CBT received similar responses, which included objectives such as: telling the story of the people and the territory; exploring the community’s tourist and cultural attractions; respecting the traditions of the host communi-ties; and providing tourists with community experiences. One response aligned with the perspective adopted in this research identified CBT as “tourism that en-gages with the experiences and agreements of the community.”

				Six responses indicated a similar approach to community management (“tou-rism in which the community organizes itself and provides services to visitors”; “community participation”; “management is also carried out by the community itself”; “developed by the residents of a locality”; “done within the community with complete independence from outsiders”; “created and managed by the com-munity”). Three respondents claimed to have no knowledge of CBT.

				Another response brought criticism found in the literature regarding 
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				feedback [from the University] with products created from the visits and data col-lected, so that the community’s memory is also preserved in a documented archive, given that our knowledge, practices, and traditions are stored in the memory of the griots. (Anonymous response, personal communication, January 23, 2024)

				Regarding the motivation for developing the CBT, most responses (n=8) re-ferred to promoting the community’s history and memory. Income generation was cited in two responses. Defending the territory was cited by three commu-nities and appears, along with income generation and the appreciation and dis-semination of history, in two other responses. Thus, we observe the practice of political ecology and the understanding of CBT as a strategy of resistance and intercultural dialogue.

				Regarding the attractions of the territories, below are listed in order of fre-quency (from highest to lowest) the options available in the form that received at least one response:

				Observation of cultural manifestations: 10

				Guided nature walks: 10

				Gastronomy (typical dishes): 9

				Purchase of food products (such as sweets, jams, etc.): 9

				Participation in community activities: 8

				Purchase of teas, herbs and other products for medicinal purposes: 6

				Purchase of souvenirs/crafts: 5

				Other attractions were indicated:

				“Buying garden products, fruits, free-range poultry, dancing forró and others”;

				“Knowledge about seeds, biodiversity and reforestation of native forests”;

				“Museum, experiences in ways of making in the biscuit factory, trails”;

				“Permanent forest park and its lagoons”;

				“Farms”;

				“Cultural manifestation, such as the Folia de Reis”;

				“Family farming fair”.

				Regarding the community management format considered most appropriate to the territory’s reality: 8 (50%) opted for partnerships with public institutions; 7 (43.8%) for fully community management; and; 1 (6.2%) for a partnership with a travel agency. The fourth option in the question—partnerships with other private institutions—was not selected.

				Eleven threats to the territories were identified. Five territories responded that they were not threatened. Among the main threats are real estate specu-lation (three mentions) and agriculture (two mentions). Each mentioning one threat was: the establishment of an energy company; mining; a ban on access to the territory; lithium extraction in the neighboring city; mining, urban develop-ment, and businesses in the surrounding area; a penitentiary complex; invasion; hunting; and soapstone mining. This analysis reflects some of the threats high-
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				lighted at the national level, stemming from the country’s subordinate position in the international division of labor.

				The final question on the questionnaire was: “Can community-based tourism development help defend the territory and combat ongoing threats or illegal ac-tivities?” Eleven responses answered “yes”; two were left blank, one answered “I believe so,” and one stated “I don’t know.” Finally, one response stood out by including CBT in the complex dynamics surrounding the territory: “It could be a possibility. What will truly defend the territory is the awareness of our people, land titling, and governments that are conscious and committed to our cause.”

				Participation in the 1st Meeting of Quilombola Communities of Santos Dumont, which brought together leaders from the N’Golo Federation and the municipali-ty’s three communities (Cachoeirinha, São Bento, and São Sebastião da Boa Vista – Corujas), highlighted the interest in the CBT. However, as community representa-tives put it, there is a “lack of resources” to organize and implement the visit. Land and certification issues, as well as coordination with the municipal political body to address education and health, are priorities on the leaders’ agenda.

				In summary, tourism is of interest and relevance to Quilombola communities. Despite this, political, legal, and institutional challenges stemming from racist and exclusionary colonial structures can hinder or delay the launch of community tour-ism initiatives, given the diverse struggles required to sustain these territories.

				Final considerations

				Drawing on Latin American Political Ecology, the authors identified how co-lonial power structures condemn Indigenous and Quilombola communities to genocide and promote the destruction of nature. Drawing on a premise from Munanga (2006), by understanding and practicing CBT as a social phenomenon of encounters and intercultural dialogue, the authors argued that tourism in Quilombos can contribute to addressing the differences that have resulted in the ongoing ethnocide and genocide in Brazil.

				Given the national situation, marked by the hegemony of the mining and agri-business sectors in the imaginaries related to the myth of modernity, the home of the wretched of the earth presents itself as a space of resistance, and their world-views, as threads of hope to affirm that “another world is possible” (Ferdinand, 2022, p. 180).

				It was found that tourism in Quilombos, both situated and community-based, represents an alternative to the primary-export pattern of Brazilian develop-ment. Furthermore, the elements of Quilombola culture presented in the inter-cultural dialogue promoted by tourism can contribute to the Quilombola struggle to defend their territories.

				To increase the visibility of this dialogue and its contributions to breaking with the Eurocentric and racist universe that structures the country’s political and institutional framework, some initiatives could be developed at the govern-ment level, such as the Ministry of Tourism’s creation of a specific space for tour-ism in Quilombos. This process could be guided by encouraging the network of Tourism Observatories and specific research calls. It is important to emphasize that, if carried out with the participation of Quilombola collectives, such as CON-
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				AQ, this initiative will allow for a more precise, detailed, and situated view of the reality, expectations, and challenges of tourism in Quilombos.

				Against the racialization of societies and the homogenization of territories imposed by modernity, this study brought a set of contributions to the strength-ening of critical thinking in tourism research, for the development of future re-search (for example: identification of experiences and attractions in Quilombos and valorization of Quilombola knowledge and practices for nature conserva-tion) and, therefore, moved towards the anti-racist, anti-colonial and environ-mentalist agendas of Brazil.
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Abstract

Contemporary Brazil maintains the hierarchical structures of the colonial period that
support and are supported by its insertion in the international division of labor. Latin
American critical thinking has discussed the emergence of post-extractivist alternatives
to detach the region from this colonial matrix of power. This article discusses tourism in
Quilombos as one of the alternatives for development in Brazil and, specifically, as a way
of implementing defense and resistance strategies for Quilombola territories. For this
purpose, descriptive research with a qualitative approach was conducted in four steps:
1) bibliographical research; 2) documentary research, official data, and information
analysis; 3) field research; 4) application survey instrument. It was found that specialized
literature has paid little attention to this topic. Both general and specific elements are
discussed regarding the relevance of tourism to the defense of the Quilombola territories
and the strengthening of anti-racist, anti-colonial, and environmentalist agendas in
Brazil.

Keywords: Community-based tourism; Political Ecology of Tourism; Intercultural
dialogue; Decoloniality.

INTRODUCTION

Contemporary Brazil maintains hierarchical structures from the colonial pe-
riod that sustain and are sustained by its insertion in the international division
of labor, maintained by the official discourse of progress as a result of the expan-
sion of agribusiness and mining. The unequal national situation was exacerbat-
ed during the Bolsonaro administration, which implemented an ultraneoliberal,
violent, and racist program against Indigenous peoples, Quilombolas, and tradi-
tional communities (Barreto & Ferraz, 2020).
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