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Objective: to analyze the practice of nurses in the face of 

suicidal ideation and attempts by children and adolescents 

according to information available in the literature. 

Methodology: integrative review carried out in the Virtual 

Health Library, Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health 

Literature and Web of Science with a time frame from 2013 to 

2023. Peer review and double-blind selection resulted in 11 

publications. The analysis was thematic. Results: the studies 

point to nurses’ difficulties in taking an individualized and 

humanized approach, recording information in medical records 

and planning mental health care. Nurses’ lack of knowledge 

and training can lead to inadequate care. Five tools were 

found for identifying suicide risk that can be used with children 

and adolescents aged between 7 and 21 years. Conclusion: 

nurses’ lack of knowledge makes it difficult to identify 

suicide ideation and attempts in children and adolescents in 

a variety of contexts. There is a need for nurses to assess 

and identify suicidal ideation and risk behaviors during care. 

In this sense, it is necessary for existing instruments to be 

translated and validated in Brazil in order to optimize the 

early identification of suicidal ideation and attempts. 

Descriptors: Suicidal Ideation; Attempted Suicide; Child; 

Adolescent; Nursing Care.
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Ideação ou tentativa de suicídio entre crianças e adolescentes: 
revisão integrativa da prática do enfermeiro

Objetivo: analisar a prática do enfermeiro frente à ideação e a tentativa de suicídio de crianças 

e adolescentes segundo informações disponíveis na literatura. Metodologia: revisão integrativa 

realizada na Biblioteca Virtual em Saúde, Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature 

e Web of Science com recorte temporal de 2013 a 2023. A avaliação por pares e seleção 

de duplo cego resultou em 11 publicações. A análise foi temática. Resultados: os estudos 

apontam dificuldade do enfermeiro na abordagem individualizada e humanizada; registro das 

informações em prontuário e planejamento da assistência voltada para saúde mental. A falta 

de conhecimento e treinamento dos enfermeiros pode gerar atendimento inadequado. Foram 

encontradas cinco ferramentas na identificação do risco de suicídio que podem ser utilizadas em 

crianças e adolescentes entre 7 e 21 anos. Conclusão: a falta de conhecimento dos enfermeiros 

implica na dificuldade de identificação precoce da ideação e tentativa de suicídio nas crianças 

e adolescentes nos variados contextos. Há necessidade de o enfermeiro avaliar e identificar 

comportamentos de ideação e risco de suicídio no atendimento, nesse sentido, faz-se necessário 

que instrumentos já existentes possam ser traduzidos e validados no Brasil a fim de otimizar a 

identificação precoce da ideação e tentativa de suicídio. 

Descritores: Ideação Suicida; Tentativa de Suicídio; Criança; Adolescente; Cuidados de 

Enfermagem.

Ideación o intento de suicidio en niños y adolescentes: 
revisión integradora de la práctica de enfermería

Objetivo: analizar la práctica de enfermería frente a la ideación o intento de suicidio de niños 

y adolescentes de acuerdo con las informaciones disponibles en la literatura. Metodología: se 

trata de una revisión integradora llevada a cabo en la Biblioteca Virtual de Salud, en el Cumulative 

Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature (CINAHL)  y en la Web of Science, con marco 

temporal de 2013 a 2023. La revisión por pares y la selección a doble ciego dieron como resultado 

11 publicaciones. El análisis fue temático. Resultados: los estudios señalan las dificultades del 

enfermero en adoptar un trato individualizado y humanizado, registrar la información en las 

historias clínicas y planificar los cuidados de salud mental. La falta de capacitación puede dar 

lugar a una atención inadecuada. Se encontraron cinco herramientas que pueden utilizarse con 

niños y adolescentes entre 7 y 21 años de edad para identificar el riesgo de suicidio. Conclusión: 

la falta de conocimientos del enfermero dificulta la identificación precoz de la ideación e intento 

de suicidio en niños y adolescentes en contextos diversos durante la labor del cuidado. Por esta 

razón, es necesario que los instrumentos ya existentes se traduzcan y se validen en Brasil para 

optimar la identificación precoz de dichos comportamientos. 

Descriptores: Ideación Suicida; Intento de Suicidio; Niño; Adolescente; Atención de Enfermería.
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Introduction

The use of screens by children and adolescents is 

increasing, especially during the pandemic, due to social 

isolation(1), the reduction of spaces and recreational and 

school activities(2), significantly impacting socialization, 

interaction and daily life between parents and children. 

Children’s brains are still developing and the constant use 

of screens can have an impact on the neuropsychological 

functions of attention, memory, language and task 

execution, as well as social, emotional and behavioral 

damage(3), especially considering the content accessed 

by this population, whose mental health is compromised 

and who may be influenced to have suicidal ideation or 

attempt suicide. 

According to data from PAHO (Pan American Health 

Organization) and WHO (World Health Organization), 

around 800,000 people die by suicide every year in 

the world, making it the second leading cause of death 

among individuals aged 15 to 29. In 2016, 79% of these 

cases occurred in low- and middle-income countries(4). 

In Brazil, suicide is the fourth leading cause of 

death among young people aged between 15 and 29, 

so the importance of studies that deal with the subject 

and its forms of prevention stands out, given that, 

according to the WHO, 90% of the causes of suicide 

are preventable(4). According to data from DATASUS, 

between 2010 and 2019, there were 8927 deaths among 

young people aged between 5 and 19 due to voluntary 

self-harm(5). 

A literature review carried out in 2017 indicated 

various reasons for studying this subject, including: 

little attention on the subject in Brazil and around the 

world; an increase in suicide rates among children and 

adolescents; evidence from international studies that 

children are aware of their desire to die and, finally, 

a lack of knowledge of the factors that predispose 

children to suicide, which is motivated differently from 

adolescents(6).

	 Given the epidemiological importance of the 

subject and the preventive and care work of professional 

nurses, the aim was to analyze the practice of nurses in 

the face of suicidal ideation and attempts by children 

and adolescents, according to information available in 

the literature.

Methodology

This is an integrative review, which aims to identify, 

analyze and synthesize the results of independent studies 

on the same subject, contributing to a possible beneficial 

impact on the quality of care provided to patients(7). This 

study has the following guiding question: what is the 

practice of nurses when faced with suicidal ideation and 

attempted suicide in children and adolescents in various 

contexts, according to the scientific literature?

The following mnemonics were used: P - Population 

(children and adolescents); I - Phenomenon of interest 

(nurse practice in relation to suicidal ideation and 

attempted suicide); and Co - Context (school, hospital, 

outpatient clinic).

The search took place between July and December 

2023, in the Virtual Health Library (VHL) and in the 

Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature 

(CINAHL) and Web of Science (WoS) - Main Collection 

(Clarivate Analytics) databases. We used the DeCS 

descriptors, Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) and the 

keywords “Suicidal Ideation”; “Suicide Attempted”; 

“Nursing”, “Children” and “Adolescents”, using the 

boolean “AND”. 

Eligibility criteria included full texts available in 

Portuguese, English and Spanish and the time frame of 

the last 10 years (2013-2023) in order to search for the 

most recent studies, considering the objective of this 

study. Publications that did not specify the age group 

studied, studies dealing with mental disorders in general, 

pharmacological treatment or the mechanism of action 

of any medication, editorials, clinical case reports and 

animal studies were excluded. Duplicates were removed.

Firstly, the search was carried out using the 

combination of the descriptors “Suicidal Ideation” AND 

“Nursing” AND “Children”. Fifty-six results were found 

in the VHL, 62 in CINAHL and 154 in Web of Science. 

After applying the “full text” filter and the time cut-off (in 

addition to the open access filter in the last database), 

35 results were obtained from the first database, 12 

from the second and 64 from the third, thus excluding 

21, 50 and 90 respectively. 

The combination “Suicidal Ideation” AND “Nursing” 

AND “Adolescents” found 139 results in the VHL, 61 in 

CINAHL and 360 in Web of Science. Of these, 51, 52 and 

213 articles were excluded, respectively, after applying 

the “full text” filter and the time cut-off (in addition to 

the open access filter in the latter database). A total of 

88 were selected from the VHL, 9 from CINAHL and, 

finally, 147 from the Web of Science.

The third combination was “Suicide Attempted” 

AND “Nursing” AND “Children”. 79 results were found in 

the VHL, 288 in CINAHL and 165 in Web of Science, of 

which 57, 184 and 112 were excluded, respectively, after 

applying the filters already reported, leaving 22, 104 and 

53, respectively. 

Finally, the fourth combination was “Suicide 

Attempted” AND “Nursing” AND “Adolescents”. In the 

VHL, 209 results were found, in CINAHL, 642, and in 

Web of Science, 327. Of these, 164, 488 and 193 articles 

were excluded, respectively, after applying the filters, 
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totaling 45 abstracts in the VHL, 154 in CINAHL and 
134 in Web of Science. 

In total, 867 articles were found (190 from 
the VHL, 279 from CINAHL and 398 from the Web 
of Science), according to the combinations of 
descriptors and after applying the filters, of which 
83 were excluded due to duplicates, opting for the 
database of the search sequence and appearance 
of the articles: VHL, CINAHL and Web of Science, 

leaving 784 articles for analysis. After reading the 
abstracts and applying the inclusion and exclusion 
criteria, the final total of 11 eligible articles was 
established, 1 from the VHL, 6 from CINAHL 
and 4 from the Web of Science. The complete 
representation of the research trajectory is described 
in the flowchart (Figure 1).

The studies were grouped by type of study, as 
shown in Figure 2.

Figure 1 - Flowchart of database searches and articles included in the integrative review

Qualitative studies

Author(s), year and country Sample characteristics

Pessoa DMS, Freitas RJM, Melo JAL, Barreto FA, Oliveira e 
Melo KC, Dias ECS, 2020, Brazil

N = 8 nurses  
Scenario = 8 Primary Care Center (PCC)

Ramos MM, Greenberg C, Sapien R, Bauer-Creegan J, Hine B, 
Geary C, 2013, USA

N = 186 nurses 
Scenario = Secondary schools

O’Reilly M, Kiyimba N, Karim K, 2016, United Kingdom
Conversation analysis 

Application of questions about self-harm and suicidal ideation to children aged 6 to 
17

Briggs S, Slater T, Bowley J, 2017, England N = 10 professionals including mental health nurses 
Scenario = Multidisciplinary mental health service for children and adolescents

Alves MAG, Cadete MMM, 2015, Brazil

Documentary research on the medical records of children and adolescents aged 3 
to 18 

Setting = Emergency room 
Period = 2008-2010

Matel-Anderson D, Bekhet A, 2016, USA
N = 9 mental health nurses 

Focus group 
Setting = Two psychiatric hospitals

Literature reviews

Heise B, York A, Thatcher B, 2016, USA
Databases = CINAHL, Medline, PsycINFO 

Time frame = 2010-2015 
Search tools = 5

Chamorro Aguado V, 2017, Spain

Databases= Medline, PubMed and CINAHL 
Time frame = 2012-2017 

68 articles found on the presence and intervention of nurses in the school 
environment

(continues on the next page...)
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Quantitative studies

Inman DD, Matthews J, Butcher L, Swartz C, Meadows AL, 
2019, USA

Use of the Ask suicide screening questions (ASQ) form by nurses 
N = 152 patients over 12 years old 

Location = Pediatric wards

Hackfeld M, 2020, USA
Applicability of the Ask suicide screening questions (ASQ) form 

Setting = Emergency department 
N = 175 nurses who were trained to apply the ASQ

Heinz A, Catunda C, van Duin C, Willems H, 2020, Luxembourg Applicability of the Health Behavior in School-aged Children (HBSC-SCL), with 
5,262 secondary school students aged between 12 and 18.

Figure 2 - Main results of the selected studies by type of study

Thematic analysis(8) was carried out in three 
stages: 1. Pre-analysis - as the articles were selected, 
floating readings were made and the data was extracted 
according to the research question, with a simple 
description of the findings and presented in the table 
in Figure 2; 2. Exploration of the material - The search 
was made for patterns in the meaning of the data to 
find the themes; 3. Treatment of the data obtained and 
its interpretation - The units of context, the core of 
meaning and the themes were identified and interpreted 
containing the subjective aspects of the authors.

Results

Of the 11 articles, six were qualitative studies, two 
were reviews and three were quantitative studies. The 
selected studies came from the United States (4); Brazil 
(2); England (1), the United Kingdom (1), Luxembourg 
(1), Spain (1) and New Mexico (United States) (1). The 
years of publication were: 2020 (3); 2019 (1); 2017 
(2); 2016 (3); 2015 (1); 2013 (1). The participants 
were nurses or multi-professional mental health teams, 
including nurses. 

Of the articles selected, there was an emphasis 
on the context of primary and secondary health care 
institutions, addressing the systematization of nursing 
care and the application and validation of hospital 
screening instruments, as well as the school context, 
highlighting the identification of suicidal ideation and 
attempts by nurses working in schools.

In the context of health institutions, a study(9) points 
to a lack of planning and action in the area of adolescent 
mental health. Nursing consultations were considered 
restricted and punctual, focused on family planning, 
sexuality and teenage pregnancy or sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs). In addition, there were reports that the 
adolescent public is not included in the service and the 
programs are aimed at female adolescents, concluding 
that nurses have difficulties in identifying and preventing 
signs of suicidal ideation in children and adolescents, 
basing their practice on empirical experiences with a 
biologicist approach(9). 

A documentary study of medical records between 
2008 and 2010 indicated that children and adolescents 
aged between 3 and 18 are not valued in terms of 

their history of attempted suicide, given that health 

professionals, especially doctors and nurses, fail to 

record these cases properly, invalidating information 

about the problem and possible measures to prevent the 

risk of suicide(10).

With regard to the problem identification stage, 

the way in which questions are asked about self-harm 

and suicide has a significant impact on the effectiveness 

of the response. It is therefore necessary for nursing 

professionals to receive help to develop skills in 

developing screening tools for suicide, which can even 

increase their confidence in asking questions of this 

nature(11).

A literature review indicated five specific pediatric 

screening tools for suicide, considered appropriate 

for the primary care setting: Ask Suicide Screening 

Questions (ASQ); Risk for Suicide Questionnaire (RSQ); 

The Mood and Feelings Questionnaire (MFQ); Treatment 

Emergent Activation and Suicidality Assessment Profile 

(TEASAP), and Columbia Suicide Severity Rating Scale 

(C-SSRS)(12). 

The ASQ instrument is used for self-reporting by 

children and adolescents aged between 10 and 21, and 

contains 4 questions: In the last few weeks, have you 

wished you were dead? In the last few weeks, have you 

felt that you or your family would be better off if you 

were dead? In the last week, have you had thoughts 

about killing yourself? Have you ever tried to kill 

yourself(12)? 

As for the RSQ instrument, it differs from the ASQ 

in terms of the age range, which varies from 8 to 18 

years, and the questions contained in the questionnaire 

are: Are you here today because you tried to hurt 

yourself? In the last week, have you thought about 

killing yourself? Have you tried to hurt yourself in the 

past (apart from this time)? Has anything very stressful 

happened to you in the last few weeks (a very difficult 

situation to deal with)(13)?

The MFQ instrument is administered to children and 

adolescents aged 7 to 17 or 9 to 17 and consists of 13 

to 33 short and long questions. As for the TEASAP, it is 

the result of a parental report for 38 questions, and is 

suitable for the 7-17 age group. Finally, the C-SSRS is 

used for the child’s self-report, containing six screening 

http://www.revistas.usp.br/smad


www.revistas.usp.br/smad

6 SMAD, Rev. Eletrônica Saúde Mental Álcool Drog. 2025;21:e-227265

questions and approximately 17 questions in a variety of 
formats and is suitable for children over the age of 7(12). 

Two studies carried out in the United States showed 
the results of the applicability of the ASQ as a screening 
tool for suicide risk in children and adolescents. One of 
the studies, based on the application of this instrument 
by nurses in two pediatric units of a children’s hospital, 
revealed that 98.95% of a sample of 152 patients aged 
12 and over had a negative screening and 1.05% had a 
non-acute screening, concluding that this tool can screen 
for suicidal ideation or behavior in contexts other than 
mental health. The authors recommend additional training 
so that nurses can ask questions about suicide risk to 
adolescents admitted to hospital for other reasons(14).

The other study identified 37% of children and 
adolescents struggling with sadness/worry or at risk 
of suicide, allowing for immediate mental health 
assessments before suicide attempts. Regarding the 
nurses’ safety in applying the ASQ instrument, 30% of 
them felt inadequately trained in suicide screening; 26% 
considered the ASQ to be too time-consuming and 40% 
agreed that there was stigma in relation to mental health, 
however, after training the nurses in 2017, the use of 
the ASQ instrument indicated improved competencies 
by the nurses, resulting in 64% reporting that they were 
adequately trained, but there was no significant change 
in the perception of mental health stigma(15).

A study using conversation analysis with children 
and adolescents in a mental health service indicated that 
the quality of the questions should enable the process 
and impersonality of the question, increasing confidence 
in the professional during the approach, so as not to 
compromise an appropriate response(11). Practices 
with adolescent groups involve multi-professional 
participation, with nurses playing a prominent role in 
therapeutic intervention and the opportunity to work on 
reducing suicide risks among young people; however, 
there are uncertainties in assessing risks combined with 
complex group dynamics to create clinical dilemmas(16).

There is a major challenge in devising appropriate 
questions geared towards mental health when it comes 
to issues related to suicidal ideation or attempts 
among children and adolescents(9). In addition, nurses’ 
stigmatization of mental health problems hinders the 
quality of care(15). 

The health service needs to be properly prepared 
to receive these adolescents who are psychologically or 
psychically affected, either by ideation or by behaviors 
that supposedly lead to suicide attempts, because an 
attempt causes significant emotional imbalance and the 
nursing professional needs to be prepared to provide 
the patient with adequate care, offering them as much 
support and safety as possible(9). 

Studies describing nursing practice in the school 

context show how school nurses identify behaviors that 

predispose to suicidal ideation or suicide attempts. 

In New Mexico, when studying the management 

of adolescent behavioral health emergencies by nurses 

working in public high schools, it was found that more 

than 40% of the professionals interviewed referred the 

adolescent to the emergency department for suicide, 

indicating child abuse or neglect, depression and violence 

at school as causes; despite having received continuing 

education on violence, the professionals considered that 

it was not proportional to their clinical responsibilities(17). 

Bullying is very common at school, so nurses need 

to be present in this scenario in order to articulate 

preventive pedagogical activities with a view to reducing 

suicide rates(18). It is also necessary to prepare teachers 

so that they are able to identify the mental health needs 

of children and adolescents in this context(9). 

A study carried out in Luxembourg, which used the 

Health Behavior Symptoms Checklist in School Children 

(HBSC- SCL) instrument on 5,262 students aged between 

12 and 18, found that 28% of the students reported 

lasting sadness, 15.1% had considered suicide and 7.6% 

had attempted suicide in the last 12 months(19).

A study using focus groups with nine nurses from 

a psychiatric unit for adolescents sought to explore the 

components of resilience in adolescents who had survived 

a suicide attempt. It showed that nurses can help build 

a protective factor through nursing interventions aimed 

at increasing resilience in patients at this stage of life(20).

Discussion

When dealing with attempted suicide and caring for 

people with mental health issues, nurses must exercise 

sensitivity, as well as seeking to develop and implement 

actions with patients and services, with a view to working 

towards prevention in order to provide quality care(21-22).

This lack of knowledge also contributes to the 

prevalence of a biologicist focus in care, with a 

dissociation between physical and psychological health. 

Some of the elements that facilitate this biomedical 

model of care are: the extensive workload of the nursing 

professional; the short period of time for each service 

due to the high demand; insufficient or absent training 

in mental health; the lack of institutional support for 

training and continuing education for professionals and 

the limited physical structure of the emergency sectors, 

whose objective is essentially the physical stabilization 

of the patient(22). 

The lack of training for nursing professionals in 

dealing with patients with suicidal ideation or who have 

attempted suicide, and the stigma attached to these 
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health professionals, also contribute to these patients 
not seeking help and abandoning treatment(23). 

The use of instruments to screen children and 
adolescents for suicidal ideation or attempts should be 
used by nurses to identify these behaviors in a variety 
of contexts and is indicated because it is one of the 
measures that enables early detection, serving as a tool 
for preventing the act(24).

To overcome the difficulties of identifying suicidal 
behavior, various screening instruments have been 
presented, such as: Ask Suicide Screening Questions 
(ASQ); Risk for Suicide Questionnaire (RSQ); The Mood 
and Feelings Questionnaire (MFQ); Treatment Emergent 
Activation and Suicidality Assessment Profile (TEASAP), 
and Columbia Suicide Severity Rating Scale (C-SSRS); 
however, the ASQ was the most widely used as an 
application and assessment tool. 

According to the National Institute of Mental 
Health (NIMH), the ASQ can be applied to individuals 
over the age of 8, in a variety of contexts (emergency 
departments, inpatient units, outpatient clinics and 
primary care). The instrument is easy to understand and 
consists of 4 questions. In the case of young patients, 
it is recommended that parents/guardians be present 
during the screening. If the test result is positive, the 
child or adolescent should undergo a brief suicide safety 
assessment, to be carried out by a trained mental health 
professional, in order to determine whether a more 
comprehensive assessment is necessary(25).

In addition to the assessment tools, the studies 
point out that nurses, as members of a multidisciplinary 
team, must be trained and able to apply these tools in 
a variety of contexts, in order to work with the prior 
identification of risk behaviors for suicide, value the 
records of behaviors presented by this population group, 
as well as plan nursing care according to the behaviors 
identified and assessed.

There should be a convergence of efforts 
in specialized intervention in suicide prevention 
immediately after hospitalization when there is a reason 
for hospitalization for this cause, seeking to develop a 
structured and systematic program implemented by 
nurses specializing in mental health and psychiatric 
nursing with training in suicide prevention(26).

Nurses, who have closer contact with children and 
adolescents as patients, both in hospital and in primary 
care, should be trained to identify the risk factors for 
suicidal ideation and attempted suicide, in order to take 
the best course of action in these situations(27).

The fact that New Mexico nurses have received 
continuing education on violence is no guarantee that 
they will be able to provide effective care in these 
situations, given that they are involved in other clinical 
activities.

Although evidence shows that school nurses around 

the world play a fundamental role in assessing the mental 

health of all students, there are still heavy workloads, 

lack of time and discomfort in providing mental health 

care services(28), and these professionals must assist the 

family of the child or adolescent with suicidal behavior, 

offering therapeutic listening and communication and 

appropriate guidance(29).

Parental support and accompaniment are therefore 

extremely necessary, given that young people often 

express themselves emotionally through actions that 

are often impulsive(30), and attention should also be paid 

to children’s behavior because they are often unable to 

communicate or express their feelings clearly.

Conclusion

The prevalence of guidelines for preventive 

actions in relation to intervention measures should be 

highlighted, as far as nursing care in situations of ideation 

or attempted suicide among children and adolescents in 

various contexts is concerned. Suicide in this age group 

is a complex and multifactorial problem that requires 

an interdisciplinary and integrated approach by health 

professionals.

It is assumed that mental health is left in the 

background when it comes to hospital care and for 

this reason it is a major challenge for nurses to include 

mental health assessment when planning their care.

Based on this study, we recommend frequent 

training for nursing professionals in identifying suicidal 

ideation, the validation of instruments that can be used 

with children and adolescents and their families, and 

further research into the subject of child and adolescent 

mental health. It is essential that there is greater 

awareness and training of these professionals to identify 

and approach these cases effectively, as well as greater 

attention and investment in public policies to prevent 

suicide in this age group.

Acknowledgements

To Ana Carolina Sant’Anna de Figueiredo for her 

collaboration during the data collection phase.

References

1.	Oliveira WA, Silva JL, Andrade ALM, De Micheli 

D, Carlos DM, Silva MAI. Adolescents’ health 

in times of COVID-19: a scoping review. Cad 

Saude Publica 2020;36:e00150020. https://doi.

org/10.1590/0102-311X00150020  

2.	Presa JGL, Ville APM, Staszczak L. Who is looking 

after the Brazilian children’s mental health during 

http://www.revistas.usp.br/smad
https://doi.org/10.1590/0102-311X00150020
https://doi.org/10.1590/0102-311X00150020


www.revistas.usp.br/smad

8 SMAD, Rev. Eletrônica Saúde Mental Álcool Drog. 2025;21:e-227265

pandemic? Resid Pediatr 2020;10(2):96-8. https://doi.
org/10.25060/residpediatr-2020.v10n2-385
3.	Peixoto MJR, Cassel PA, Bredemeier J. Implicações 
neuropsicológicas e comportamentais na infância e 
adolescência a partir do uso de telas. Res Soc Dev. 
2020;9:e772997188. https://doi.org/10.33448/
rsd-v9i9.7188 
4.	Organização Pan-Americana de Saúde. Folha 
informativa – Suicídio [Internet]. Brasília: OPAS; 2018 
2024 July 22]. Available from: https://www3.paho.org/
bra/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5
671%3Afolha-informativa-suicidio&Itemid=839 
5.	Ministério da Saúde (BR). DATASUS - Óbitos por 
Causas Externas - Brasil. Brasília: Ministério da Saúde; 
2019 [cited 2024 July 22]. Available from: https://tabnet.
datasus.gov.br/cgi/tabcgi.exe?sim/cnv/ext10br.def 
6.	Sousa GS, Santos MSP, Silva ATP, Perrelli JGA, 
Sougey EB. Suicide in childhood: a literatura review. 
Cien Saude Colet. 2017;22(9):3099-110. https://doi.
org/10.1590/1413-81232017229.14582017 
7.	Souza MT, Silva MD, Carvalho R. Integrative 
review: what is it? How to do it?. Einstein (São 
Paulo). 2010;8(1):102-6. https://doi.org/10.1590/
S1679-45082010RW1134
8.	Minayo MCS. O desafio do conhecimento: metodologia 
de pesquisa social (qualitativa) em saúde. 14. ed. São 
Paulo: Hucitec; 2014. 416 p.
9.	Pessoa DMS, Freitas RJM, Melo JAL, Barreto FA, 
Oliveira e Melo KC, Dias ECS. Nursing assistance 
in primary health care for adolescents with suicidal 
ideations. Rev Min Enferm. 2020;2:e-1290. https://doi.
org/10.5935/1415-2762.20200019 
10.	Alves MAG, Cadete MMM. Suicide attempts among 
children and adolescents: partial or total injury? 
Cien Saude Colet. 2015;20(1):75-84. https://doi.
org/10.1590/1413-81232014201.22022013
11.	O’Reilly M, Kiyimba N, Karim K. “This is a question 
we have to ask everyone”: asking young people about 
self-harm and suicide. J Psychiatr Ment Health Nurs. 
2016;23:479-88. https://doi.org/10.1111/jpm.12323 
12.	Heise B, York A, Thatcher B. Child Suicide Screening 
Methods: Are We Asking the Right Questions? A Review 
of the Literature and Recommendations for Practice. J 
Nurse Pract. 2016;12:410-7. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
nurpra.2016.01.003 
13.	Ballard ED, Horowitz LM, Jobes DA, Wagner BM, 
Pao M, Teach SJ. Association of positive responses to 
suicide screening questions with hospital admission 
and repeated emergency department visits in children 
and adolescents. Pediatr Emerg Care 2013;29:1070-4. 
https://doi.org/10.1097/PEC.0b013e3182a5cba6 
14.	 Inman DD, Matthews J, Butcher L, Swartz C, 
Meadows AL. Identifying the risk of suicide among 
adolescents admitted to a children’s hospital using 

the Ask Suicide Screening Questions. J Child Adolesc 

Psychiatr Nurs. 2019;32(2):68-72. https://doi.

org/10.1111/jcap.12235

15.	Hackfeld M. Implementation of a pediatric/adolescent 

suicide risk screening tool for patients presenting to 

the Emergency Department with nonbehavioral health 

complaints. J Child Adolesc Psychiatr Nurs. 2020;33:131-

40. https://doi.org/10.1111/jcap.12276 

16.	Briggs S, Slater T, Bowley J. Practitioners’ 

experiences of adolescent suicidal behaviour in peer 

groups. J Child Adolesc Psychiatr Nurs. 2017;24:293-

301 https://doi.org/10.1111/jpm.12388

17.	Ramos MM, Greenberg C, Sapien R, Bauer-Creegan 

J,  Hine B,  Geary C. Behavioral health emergencies 

managed by school nurses working with adolescents. J 

School Health. 2013;83:712-7. https://doi.org/10.1111/

josh.12085

18.	Chamorro Aguado V. The school nurse: effective 

communication for prevention and arrest of bullying. 

Rev Esp Comun Salud. 2017;8(2):247-53. https://doi.

org/10.20318/recs.2017.4005

19.	Heinz A, Catunda C, van Duin C, Willems H. Suicide 

prevention: Using the number of health complaints as an 

indirect alternative for screening suicidal adolescents. J 

Affect Disord. 2020;260:61-6. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.

jad.2019.08.025 

20.	Matel-Anderson DM, Bekhet AK. Resilience in 

Adolescents Who Survived a Suicide Attempt from the 

Perspective of Registered Nurses in Inpatient Psychiatric 

Facilities. Iss Ment Health Nurs. 2016;37:839-46. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/01612840.2016.1193578 

21.	Silva NKN, Carvalho CMS, Magalhães JM, Carvalho 

JAM Junior, Sousa BVS, Moreira WC. Ações do enfermeiro 

na atenção básica para prevenção do suicídio. SMAD, Rev. 

Eletrônica Saúde Mental Álcool Drog. 2017;13(2):71-7. 

https://doi.org/10.11606/issn.1806-6976.v13i2p71-77

22.	Fontão MC, Rodrigues J, Lino MM, Lino MM, Kempfer 

SS. Nursing care to people admitted in emergency for 

attempted suicide. Rev Bras Enferm. 2018;71:2199-205. 

https://doi.org/10.1590/0034-7167-2017-0219

23.	Sartorius N. Stigma and mental health. Lancet 

[Internet]. 2007 [cited 2024 July 22];370:810-1. 

Available from: https://www.thelancet.com/article/

S0140-6736(07)61245-8/fulltext 

24.	Silva TPS, Sougey EB. Rating scales of suicidal 

behavior in adolescents in the general population. Rev 

Bras Pesq Saude [Internet]. 2016 [cited 2024 July 

22];18(3):144-5. Available from: https://periodicos.

ufes.br/rbps/article/view/15754

25.	National Institute of Mental Health. Ask Suicide-

Screening Questions (ASQ) Toolkit [Internet]. Bethesda, 

MD; National Institute of Mental Health; 2021 [cited 

2024 July 22]. Available from: https://www.nimh.

http://www.revistas.usp.br/smad
https://doi.org/10.1590/1413-81232017229.14582017
https://doi.org/10.1590/1413-81232017229.14582017
https://pesquisa.bvsalud.org/portal/?lang=pt&q=au:%22Freitas,%20Rodrigo%20J%C3%A1cob%20Moreira%20de%22
https://pesquisa.bvsalud.org/portal/?lang=pt&q=au:%22Melo,%20Juce%20Ally%20Lopes%20de%22
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nurpra.2016.01.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nurpra.2016.01.003
https://doi.org/10.1111/jcap.12276
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Bauer-Creegan+J&cauthor_id=24020685
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Hine+B&cauthor_id=24020685
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Geary+C&cauthor_id=24020685
https://doi.org/10.1111/josh.12085
https://doi.org/10.1111/josh.12085
https://doi.org/10.20318/recs.2017.4005
https://doi.org/10.20318/recs.2017.4005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2019.08.025
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2019.08.025
https://doi.org/10.1080/01612840.2016.1193578
https://doi.org/10.11606/issn.1806-6976.v13i2p71-77
http://www.thelancet.com/article/S0140-6736(07)61245-8/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/article/S0140-6736(07)61245-8/fulltext


www.revistas.usp.br/smad

9Souza TV, Ciuffo LL, Reis JSM, Oliveira ICS, Moraes JRMM, Peres MAA.

Corresponding Author:
Tania Vignuda de Souza
E-mail: tvignuda2013@gmail.com

 https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1893-893X

Received: July 22nd 2024
Accepted: Dec 11th 2024

Copyright © 2025 SMAD, Rev. Eletrônica Saúde Mental Álcool Drog. 
This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative 
Commons CC BY.
This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, 
even commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. 
This is the most accommodating of licenses offered. Recommended for 
maximum dissemination and use of licensed materials.

Associate Editor: 
Kelly Graziani Giacchero Vedana

nih.gov/research/research-conducted-at-nimh/
asq-toolkit-materials
26.	Simões RMP, Santos JCP, Martinho MJCM. 
Characterization of adopted suicidal behavior and 
its main influencing factors: A qualitative study with 
adolescents. Arch Psychiatr Nurs. 2020;34(5):405-11. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apnu.2020.07.014
27.	Nunes NR, Freire WF, Porfirio RBM. Acolhimento da 
equipe de enfermagem frente aos adolescentes com 
ideações suicidas: uma revisão integrativa de literatura. 
Rev Cient Multidiscip Nucl Conhec. 2019;3:49-66. 
https://doi.org/10.32749/nucleodoconhecimento.com.
br/saude/ideacoes-suicidas
28.	Courtwright SE, Jones J, Barton A, Peterson K, 
Eigen K, Feuerstein J, et al. Adolescents with chronic 
conditions: Engagement with children’s mental health 
systems during the Covid-19 pandemic. J Spec Pediatr 
Nurs. 2023;28(2):e12403. https://doi.org/10.1111/
jspn.12403 
29.	Santos RS, Albuquerque MCS, Brêda MZ, Bastos 
MLA, Silva VMS, Tavares NVS. Nurses’s actions 
towards suicide attempters: reflective analysis. Rev 
Enferm UFPE Online. 2017;11(2):742-8. https://doi.
org/10.5205/1981-8963-v11i2a11995p742-748-2017 
30.	Silva LLT, Alvim CGG, Costa CC, Ramos TM, Costa EE. 
Adolescent suicide in Brazilian nursing publications: an 
integrative literature review. Rev Enferm Centro-Oeste 
Min. 2016;5(3):1871-84. https://doi.org/10.19175/
recom.v5i3.767

Authors’ contribution

Study concept and design: Tania Vignuda de 
Souza, Juliana Silva Melo dos Reis. Obtaining data: 
Tania Vignuda de Souza, Juliana Silva Melo dos Reis. 
Data analysis and interpretation: Tania Vignuda 
de Souza, Lia Leão Ciuffo, Juliana Silva Melo dos Reis. 
Drafting the manuscript: Tania Vignuda de Souza, Lia 
Leão Ciuffo, Juliana Silva Melo dos Reis. Critical review 
of the manuscript as to its relevant intellectual 
content: Tania Vignuda de Souza, Lia Leão Ciuffo, 
Juliana Silva Melo dos Reis, Isabel Cristina dos Santos 
Oliveira, Juliana Rezende Montenegro Medeiros de 
Moraes, Maria Angélica de Almeida Peres.

All authors approved the final version of the 
text.

Conflict of interest: the authors have declared 
that there is no conflict of interest.

http://www.revistas.usp.br/smad
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1087-2083
https://pesquisa.bvsalud.org/portal/?lang=pt&q=au:%22Albuquerque,%20Maria%20C%C3%ADcera%20dos%20Santos%20de%22
https://pesquisa.bvsalud.org/portal/?lang=pt&q=au:%22Br%C3%AAda,%20M%C3%A9rcia%20Zeviani%22
https://doi.org/10.5205/1981-8963-v11i2a11995p742-748-2017
https://doi.org/10.5205/1981-8963-v11i2a11995p742-748-2017

